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Thank you for the chance to apply to the Co-op Market Grocery & Deli’s Lend A Hand
program for 2022. Our organization has beneﬁted greatly from Co-op shoppers rounding up
at the register over the past six years. We appreciate the Co-op extending this opportunity to
community organizations.
Our mission is to encourage the reuse of materials, the reduction of unnecessary waste, and
to provide increased recycling options across Interior Alaska. Recycling in Fairbanks is a
choice that every resident makes; it’s a choice to better their community and their local
environment. We believe that you and your customers embody this mission everyday
through your products, services, and choices. We are happy to be inherent partners during
every month of the year.
Donations from the Co-op’s Lend a Hand Program would contribute towards our ongoing
electronics recycling, village backhaul, refurbished laptop donations, event recycling, and
outreach.
We look forward to working together again this year to engage our community during the
month of April, a time of spring celebration and Earth Week! A healthier, stronger future for
our community is made possible with your support and the customers who support you.
Sincerely,

Art Gelvin
Board President

PO Box 82391, Fairbanks, Alaska 99708 | www.iagreenstar.org |info@iagreenstar.org | P (907) 452-4152
Green Star is a registered 501(c)(3) organization, tax ID number 92-0163048.

Green Star of Interior Alaska - Supplemental Sheet for Answers to Application
Questions
1. Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your
organization’s work.
Organized as a 501(c)(3) in 1998, Green Star of Interior Alaska’s mission is to
increase recycling in the Fairbanks North Star Borough and garner a culture of
sustainability by means of materials reuse. Our focus is environmental stewardship
and community-building through the structuring of our local societal systems
around ‘waste.’ We put this into practice by collecting and processing electronics
recycling materials from the Fairbanks North Star Borough and 26 rural Alaskan
communities, providing event recycling services, and engaging in advocacy and
education about recycling.
2. How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?
The health, sustainability, and justice of our community at the local, regional, and
global scales are at the root of Green Star’s work. Our work of recycling electronics
prevents toxins from entering our environment, saves precious materials for reuse,
and provides resources for people in need.
By diverting waste electronics from Alaskan landﬁlls and sending their components
back into the supply chain, we are removing this input of hazardous materials into
the environment and human bodies. Many landﬁlls in Alaska are unlined, and 73%
practice landﬁll burning to reduce landﬁll volume. By providing a center for Alaskan
villages to send electronic waste, we are helping to protect the air and drinking
water quality of these communities.
The process of recycling electronics recovers valuable metals from the waste
stream, the mining of which is otherwise intensely energy-costly and destructive to
the environment. Although small, Green Star and our electronics recycling partners
are leading the Alaskan “urban mining” sector.

Green Star provides a center for putting still-useful electronics directly back in the
hands of our neighbors, providing aﬀordable or free technological tools to people,
saving them from needing to buy new expensive gadgets.
Adjacent to our primary work of recycling and creating an opportunity for reuse of
materials, we center care for our community members. Internally, we are in the
process of deepening the democracy of our work environment by restructuring our
management to share our responsibilities as an organization more equally, seek
valuable input from every employee, and strengthen the ownership we each feel
over Green Star’s mission and work, as well as our own individual work.
Externally, we have assembled a community of volunteers, supporters, and
donation recipients, brightening our small corner of the borough and generating
enthusiasm and hope for increasing the sustainability of our far-north community.
In these small but big ways, our work perpetuates the ideals of cutting back the
need to expend energy and mineral resources for new manufacture by reusing
materials, reducing waste and pollution, and creating democratic,
community-oriented and lead projects and workplaces.
3. How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?
In 2022, our goals include moving into a new warehouse with larger capacity and in
closer proximity to the FNSB Central Recycling Facility, increasing our staﬀ and
volunteer workforce capacity, obtaining new and additional equipment and tools,
hosting more community and educational events, continuing our core work of
processing electronics recycling, continuing and expanding our village backhaul
program, and continuing momentum for our refurbished laptop donation project.
In our new location, we dream of hosting youth educational programs, expanding
our resale of recycled items, and oﬀering a generally more accessible and
hospitable space for the public.

4. If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past,
please describe how this funding supported your organization and mission.
Green Star has been grateful to be included in The Co-op Market’s Lend A Hand
program over the last several years. Lend A Hand connects us to a large audience
that values community-oriented sustainability initiatives, and thus it is a crucial
opportunity for us both ﬁnancially and in terms of raising awareness about the
existence of the viable recycling stream in Fairbanks and a vehicle of direct
communication about how and where to take materials to be recycled.
5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to
describe our monthly recipient
to a shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be
used in 100 words or less.
Green Star of Interior Alaska is the main driver behind recycling in Fairbanks. Green
Star receives and processes electronics recycling for Fairbanks as well as 26 rural
Alaskan communities. Green Star also resells used electronics items. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, Green Star began donating refurbished laptops to
Fairbanksans in need in eﬀort to close the ‘technology gap,’ and have since donated
hundreds of laptops. You can drop all your recycling oﬀ at the FNSB Central
Recycling Facility at 1855 Marika Road and from there your electronics are delivered
to Green Star for processing. Your funds help divert over 100 tons of toxic
electronic waste from Interior landﬁlls each year.

2022 LEND A HAND APPLICATION
Deadline: November 30, 2021

OUR MISSION
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli works for health and sustainability by providing healthful foods and
products, promoting local suppliers, and offering consumer education in an open, community-centered
environment, through a viable business.
OUR VALUES
• Service – We are committed to the joy of true service, putting the needs of others first in a way
that touches lives and hearts. Our service is an honor and a privilege.
• Sustainability – We seek to sustain our co-op’s financial health and growth while working toward
solutions to economic development that consider the health our community and planet.
• Social Responsibility – We believe that our actions must benefit the global community at large.
This means that we promote justice and equity in all of our relationships and are committed to the
people who use and work for our business.

Green Star of Interior Alaska
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 82391
City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK, 99708
Contact Name: Cherissa Dukelow
Phone: (907) 452-4152
Contact Email: cherissa@iagreenstar.org
Website: https://iagreenstar.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pg/G
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/greenstar_interiorak/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/greenstar907
Name of Organization:

Name and address for check remittance (if it differs from above):
Name:
Mailing Address:
City, State, Zip:
Is this a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization?

Yes

If yes, please include certification with application.

Has your organization been a Lend a Hand recipient in the past?

Yes

If so, when?

April

Which month would you prefer us to raise funds for your organization?
Note: December is not available. We cannot guarantee your month of choice.

2016-2021

INSTRUCTIONS
A. Please include a cover letter on your organization’s official letterhead with this form.
B. Attach a separate sheet with answers to the following questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.
How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?
How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?
If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how this
funding supported your organization and mission.
5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly recipient
to a shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100 words or less.

Applications will be published on our website. For this reason, please include no more than one piece of
supplemental information (brochure, flyer, annual report, etc.) with your application.
In December, our Owners will vote to select our 2022 Lend a Hand recipients. If your organization is selected,
we will require the following:
•
•
•
•

2 or 3 high resolution photos representing your work. Please include a photo release for any people
appearing in your photos.
A high resolution, printable jpeg of your organization’s logo.
Promotion of the Lend a Hand program via your website, newsletter and/or social media pages.
Brochures or flyers about your organization if available.

Important Note
We do not donate to individuals, national charities, political candidates or organizations, charities that advance
a particular religious belief, or organizations that discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin,
religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability or status in any other protected group.

Submit applications to the attention of Kristin Summerlin, Marketing & Owner Services Manager:
•
•
•

via email to marketing@coopmarket.org (preferred). Be sure to include scans of supporting materials.
by hand delivery to the Customer Service Desk.
by mail to the following address: Co-op Market Grocery & Deli, 526 Gaffney Road, Fairbanks, AK 99701.

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE NOVEMBER 30, 2021.

