North Star Community Foundation
745 7th Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701
November 23, 2021
Kristin Summerlin, Marketing and Owner Services Manager
Co-op Market Grocery and Deli
526 Gaffney Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Dear Ms. Summerlin:
North Star Community Foundation supports the quality of life in Interior Alaska through
philanthropy and public service. We are the fiscal non-profit sponsor of Friends of Fox
Spring (FoFS), formed in 2017 to "keep the water flowing" at our public drinking water
resource, Fox Spring, located at 2331 Elliott Highway, Fairbanks, AK.
Fox Spring is state-owned and was nearly closed due to budget cuts in 2015-2016. A
group of concerned citizens approached the NSCF proposing to keep the facility public,
as it has been for over 50 years, and allow a private non-profit to reimburse Fox Spring
costs on a monthly basis. We signed a Memorandum of Agreement with the Department
of Transportation in July, 2017 through the Foundation in a private-public partnership.
Our annual fundraising goal is $40,000 to cover electricity, monthly water testing, winter
ice abatement, maintenance and repairs. We meet this goal through public grants and
business, foundation and individual donations.
We invite the Co-op Market Grocery and Deli to support our effort to provide healthy,
local drinking water options. Co-op owners and customers recognize Fox Spring as
an important resource and tradition.
Costs for Fox Spring vary from several hundred dollars to several thousand monthly in
maintenance and necessary repairs, depending on the season. To date, we have
reimbursed over $100,000 for Fox Spring. And the water continues to be free at the spigot.
We will be delighted to recognize the Co-op's contribution on our website and through
other communications to the public. By keeping the water flowing at Fox Spring, everyone
in our community has the option to gather fresh spring water that is naturally clean and
good tasting, filling reusable water bottles and jugs.
Thank you and Co-op owners for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Peter Pinney, Executive Director

www.nscfundalaska.org / www.facebook.com/NorthStarCommunityFoundation / @NorthStarCommunityFoundation

Co-op Market Grocery and Deli 2022 Lend A Hand Supplimental Questions
North for Star Community Foundation (NSCF) dba Friends of Fox Spring (FoFS).
Completed by Melinda Harris, Friends of Fox Spring Board of Directors President
1. MISSION. Friends of Fox Spring provide continued public access to the spring water at
DOT&PF Fox Spring, located at 2331 Elliott Highway in Fox, by private-public partnership
betweeen North Star Community Foundation (NSCF) dba Friends of Fox Spring (FoFS) and Alaska
Dept. Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) Northern Region, effective July 01, 2017.
Fox Spring is state-owned and was nearly closed due to state budget cuts in 2015-2016. Our
original citizen’s action group agreed a great public loss would be felt, both for this healthy,
spring water source and the Interior Alaska tradition of gathering drinking water at Fox Spring.
We partnered with NSCF who shared our values and mission, advocated for our solution, and
permitted us to be sponsored as a 501(c)(3) non-profit.
2. ALIGNMENT. North Star Community Foundation and Friends of Fox Spring share the Co-op
Market and Deli's mission and values: of service to the greater Fairbanks community; locally
sourced, healthy products; sustainable use; consumer education; and environmental awareness.
By securing continued access to the spring water at DOT&PF Fox Spring, we ensure our
community has a locally-sourced natural drinking water option that is also compliant with Alaska
DEC drinking water system standards. NSCF and FoFS encourage sustainable use, that the water
at Fox Spring be dispensed in such a volume that the aquifer may replenish itself. We contribute
to drinking water safety awareness & education by posting Fox Spring's annual water testing
reports produced by Northern Region DOT&PF on our social media page, and at the Fox Spring
site. We advocate refillable water containers, a simple step to reduce trash and be
environmentally concious. Finally, we share Fox Spring user feedback with our public partner for
better maintenance, and future improvements.
3. LEND A HAND FUNDS. Friends of Fox Spring's fiscal sponsor, North Star Community
Foundation, receives all Fox Spring donations and grants, and maintains our IRS 501(c)(3) status.
Lend A Hand funds will support the mission of continued public access to Fox Spring water, and
will be used to pay invoiced expenses of electricity, water testing, site maintenance and repair.
4. PAST FUNDING BY CO-OP MARKET. North Star Community Foundation dba Friends of Fox
Spring has not received past Lend A Hand or other Co-op Market and Deli funds.
5. FoFS PITCH. Fox Spring is north of Fairbanks at 1/4-mile Elliott Higway in Fox and is one of the
best-tasting spring-fed drinking water sources available to the public in our area. Friends of Fox
Spring fundraise to support operation and maintenance, and “keep the water flowing” for free
at the spigot. They accept donations through their fiscal sponsor North Star Community
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-profit. 2022 marks their 5th year of private-public partnership, and
they’ve reimbursed over $100K of Fox Spring expense to the owner, State DOT&PF.

Friends of Fox Spring recent Marketing Materials
2021 Foxy FoFS 3” cut-shape water bottle sticker, and #GivingTuesday 2021 postcard

Melinda Harris, FoFS Board President, POB 168 Ester, AK 99725 friendsoffoxspring@gmail.com

2022 LEND A HAND APPLICATION
Deadline: November 30, 2021

OUR MISSION
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli works for health and sustainability by providing healthful foods and
products, promoting local suppliers, and offering consumer education in an open, community-centered
environment, through a viable business.
OUR VALUES
• Service – We are committed to the joy of true service, putting the needs of others first in a way
that touches lives and hearts. Our service is an honor and a privilege.
• Sustainability – We seek to sustain our co-op’s financial health and growth while working toward
solutions to economic development that consider the health our community and planet.
• Social Responsibility – We believe that our actions must benefit the global community at large.
This means that we promote justice and equity in all of our relationships and are committed to the
people who use and work for our business.

Friends of Fox Spring
Mailing Address: POB 168
Ester, AK 99725
City, State, Zip:
Melinda Harris
9073786744
Contact Name: 								Phone:
Contact Email: friendsoffoxspring@gmail.com
Name of Organization:

http://www.friendsoffoxspring.org

Website: 						

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofFoxSpring

Facebook: 			

Instagram: 						Twitter:
Name and address for check remittance (if it differs from above):

North Star Community Foundation
Mailing Address: 745 7th Ave
City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, AK 99701
Name:

yes

Is this a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization?		

If yes, please include certification with application.

No

Has your organization been a Lend a Hand recipient in the past? 		

If so, when?

March

Which month would you prefer us to raise funds for your organization?
Note: December is not available. We cannot guarantee your month of choice.

