
Fairbanks Youth Advocates
122 10th Ave

Fairbanks, AK 9701
(907) 374-5678

DEVELOPMENT@FAIRBANKSYOUTHADVOCATES.ORG

NOVEMBER 11, 2021

Dear Co-Op Market Grocery & Deli Owners,

Fairbanks Youth Advocates is the parent company to The Door. The Door is one of the two youth shelters in
interior Alaska. Between us and the other organization, there are only 22 beds available for runaway, homeless, or
near homeless youth. While we currently do not have any plans for expansion, we want the community to
understand how important the youth shelters in our community are.

We are able to provide shelter to 12 kids at a time at our max capacity. We had calculated that it costs
nearly $10 a day, per kid to provide food and surface level care. At the shelter, we aim to provide in depth care that
puts our youth in a position for growth that will best benefit their future. At each intake, we spend the time to
understand each of our youth’s needs, where they came from and where they plan on going, and how we can help
them to the best of our abilities, and within their own realm of comfort. We do not show any discretion to anyone
who is needing our help based on their identity preferences or what their story may be. We also aim to be
protectors of our youth as the Door is designed to be a safe haven for the youth that are in need of shelter. During
their stay at the shelter, we have regular meetings with each youth to set and check in on the goals that we have
set in place together. These meetings may be as simple as helping with school work to assisting with finding a job,
a housing placement, or other assistance necessary for their transition to stability.

We hope that you will consider supporting our mission to facilitate life transitions for at-risk youth.

SINCERELY,

Kayla Mayer
KAYLA MAYER
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Fairbanks Youth Advocates is a 501(c)3 non-profit (Tax ID# 90-0434664). All contributions are tax deductible. We are
licensed by the state of Alaska as a Residential Child Care Facility with a specialization in Emergency Shelter Care.
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1. Q: Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.
A: Our Mission Statement: “To facilitate life transitions for at-risk youth in interior Alaska”. The Door (FYA’s youth
shelter) provides services to youth ages 12-18 regardless of race, color, creed, national origin, gender, gender identity,
religion, or sexual orientation. We provide warm beds to sleep in, 3 nourishing home-cooked meals a day, and clothing
and toiletries to those seeking shelter with us.

2. Q: How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?
A: We believe the youth are the future of our community. We want them to be healthy mentally and physically. I believe
the co-op also values the health of our community. We also believe in touching the lives of all who cross our path, we
hold strongly to treating everyone fairly and finding benefit in our resources whether it be our generous community, our
garden for the youth kitchen, or the educational activities we host for our youth.

3. Q: How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?
A: We will use the funds to sustain our shelter operations but most importantly to feed our youth. While we do receive
food donations, those are usually non-perishable items and we want to be able to teach our youth how to cook using
fresh ingredients. We estimate that it costs nearly $10 a day to feed a child. While we are able to provide shelter to 12
youth at a time, that’s nearly $120 a day which adds up very quickly.

4. Q: If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how this funding supported
your organization and mission.
A: The previous funding had gone to every day operations including but not limited to; putting food on the table,
purchasing new toiletry items, bedding, new undergarments, and other items that were necessary for the shelter
operations.

5. Q: What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly recipient to a shopper.
Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100 words or less.
A: Fairbanks Youth Advocates represents The Door, an emergency youth shelter that provides a warm bed, nourishing
food, and advocacy to the youth who are experiencing homelessness. We are a non-profit organization with a goal to
provide a safe haven for our future generations.

Fairbanks Youth Advocates is a 501(c)3 non-profit (Tax ID# 90-0434664). All contributions are tax deductible. We are
licensed by the state of Alaska as a Residential Child Care Facility with a specialization in Emergency Shelter Care.





The Door. 
Shelter for Homeless Youth 

The Door is a 24/7 shelter for runaway and 
homeless youth, aged 12-18. We provide a 
range of services for youth.  Most 
importantly, we provide for base needs like 
clothing, food, and a place to sleep - but we 
also help youth connect with community 
resources and help reaching personal goals. 
In our ongoing efforts to provide assistance 
to the at-risk youth in our community, we 
welcome your participation, ideas, and 
comments. 

Who We Are 

Fairbanks Youth Advocates is dedicated to 
helping young people navigate difficult 
crossroads that can often expose them to 
dangerous circumstances. We believe that 
providing assistance at these critical times is 
vital to their present and future wellbeing. 

facilitating life transitions 
for at-risk youth

www.FairbanksYouthAdvocates.org

Let them know you care!

You make a difference. 
Individuals are our biggest donors. 

We are so grateful to the many community 
members, agencies, organizations, and 
churches who help us provide for the 
immediate needs of the youth who come to 
The Door.  

All great works require the care of many 
hands, and the generosity of this community 
is what makes this building a temporary 
home for teens who need support, caring, 
and positivity to thrive.  

Every volunteer, donor, and contributor 
ensures the youth at The Door have a home 
for today and hope for tomorrow. 

!
We couldn’t do this without YOU.

DOOR
the

24/7 SHELTER
for youth age 12-18

located at:  
138 10th Ave 

http://www.FairbanksYouthAdvocates.org
http://www.FairbanksYouthAdvocates.org


You show youth they’re loved and worth 
caring for!  

Jamie* came for just an hour at first. “I have a 
place to stay, I’m not really homeless,” he 
initially said, and grabbed something to eat. 
Jamie would get dinner and hang out - but 
then leave. He was learning to trust us - but 
still wary. "Its great you have a place to stay!" 
Staff told him. “But if you ever need a place to 
sleep - you're welcome here." The next night, 
Jamie had the courage to stay. 

Recently, Jamie said, “I really didn't have 
anywhere else to go. I just had to check you 
out first.” Staff responded, “We're glad you felt 
welcome enough to keep coming back.” 

Youth like Jamie often need to feel welcome 
and wanted to be brave enough to ask for 
help. We are encouraged by these youth’s 
bravery. We want to show them they’re worth 
loving!

Leave a Legacy

!
Youth need the support of caring adults 
to succeed. 

Kids who come to The Door do so for a 
hundred different reasons. Often, they’re 
leaving situations that make them feel 
unsafe, uncomfortable, or unwanted. At 
The Door, we want them to feel welcome 
and wanted. By giving to FYA, you have 
shown youth they are cared about. Thank 
you for caring.

What you’ve done.What you do.
Your love built this home. 

After years without a 24-7 shelter for runaway 
and homeless teens, The Door is open at 
last… and your heart is in it. Each night when 
youth go to sleep, they know people care. 
We’ve built love into this home - so youth 
seeking refuge come through The Door 
knowing you care.

Leave a message of Love & Hope. 

We would like to honor significant 
contributors to The Door by placing a 
commemorative tile with a message of 
love & hope, or the name of you, your 
business, or your loved ones on a locally 
crafted birch tile on an interior door or 
wall. Contact us for more information 
about leaving a lasting message for youth.

Thank You. 
By choosing to give to The Door, you 
chose to support youth who have no 
place to go. You show them, “you’re cared 
for, you’re wanted, we want you to 
succeed!” 

Thank you for ensuring youth have a 
place to be safe.
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