
Co-Op Market Grocery and Deli
526 Gaffney Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701

November 17, 2021

Dear Co-Op Owners,

First, thank you to the Co-Op for offering this opportunity and for supporting the community through its
local, non-profit organizations.  And hearty congratulations to the Co-Op owners and shoppers for their
generosity month after month in rounding up at the register.

Enclosed, please find the Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival application materials for the 2022 Lend A Hand
program. As a longtime arts education presence in the community, we believe that Festival’s culinary arts
courses and our partnerships with local vendors are a strong fit with the mission of the Co-Op Market.
Through more than a dozen different cooking courses, we invite participants to awaken their inner
(culinary) artist and show them ways to use the fabulous food available in Fairbanks.

If awarded a month in the Lend A Hand calendar, FSAF would use the funds to lower the registration cost
for up to 150 participants, to purchase ingredients and supplies locally for the courses, and to assist in
advertising for the culinary program at Festival 2022.

Thank you for considering the Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival to partner with Co-Op shoppers in support
of this wonderful community. Please read on for more details about our common organizational goals
and use of any awarded funds.

Sincerely,

Melissa Prince
FSAF Grants

Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival
PO Box 82510 • Fairbanks, AK 99708 • (907) 474-8869 • info@fsaf.org • www.fsaf.org



Co-Op Market Lend A Hand Application Questions

for

Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival

1. Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.

Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival's mission is to awaken your inner artist by connecting
world-class professionals to aspiring artists, and giving people who are enthusiastic about the
fine arts an outlet to pursue their passions.

The Festival was founded in April of 1980 by Jo Ryman Scott and Edward Madden,
originally as the one-week Jazz Festival ’80. In 1981 they added classical music and in 1982,
with other fine art genres incorporated, the event officially became the Fairbanks Summer Arts
Festival. After continued growth, Winter Edition began in the early 2000s and a new opportunity
for community study-performance became available in the depths of Interior winter. The Festival
continues to add more disciplines based on requests from participants. It is recognized
nationally, attracting artists from across the globe to the Interior.

Now, in a typical year, 10,000 people come together at the Festival every July to study,
perform and engage their spirit in an empowering way. Offering 200 workshops and over 100
events, our multidisciplinary, study-performance Festival provides opportunities for both
personal growth and arts appreciation in a variety of genres including music, dance, visual arts,
healing arts, culinary arts, creative writing, and theatre. Especially as we come out of the
pandemic, and plan for a more typical season than the last two years, we look forward to a
renewed spirit of teamwork and unity in the community.

2. How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?

The work of FSAF aligns with the mission and values of the Co-Op Market in our mutual
focus on supporting the community through education, health, and support of local suppliers.

First, education is a common value and at the heart of what Festival is all about! Through
many disciplines, participants can learn a new skill or enhance their current practice through
new information AND participation. In 2019, our last “typical year”, the Festival had 17 culinary
arts workshops and over 250 culinary participants. Guest chef Mario Giragosian, of The Four
Seasons Resort in Santa Barbara, taught courses on Armenian cuisine and risotto.

In past years, local instructors taught workshops on topics including weekly meal
planning, Polynesian cuisine, farm to table salads, sous vide cooking, mushrooms, tea, sauces,
and restricted diets. In 2021, Calypso Farm and Ecology Center co-sponsored two courses:
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Raw, Vegan Garden to Plate Dinner at Hunter Elementary’s school garden and Wood-fired
Oven Flatbreads with Fresh Garden Vegetables at Calypso Farm. What a great partnership
between the Co-Op Market providing diverse and local foods and the FSAF courses
showing people what you can do with those foods.

Second, the arts contribute to a person’s overall health, via their mind and soul, just as
good food contributes to a healthy body. Gathering together as a community of volunteers,
visitors, and participants at Festival events promotes understanding, well-being, mental and
emotional health for everyone involved. People have a great time learning, serving, practicing
and performing! We feel strongly about arts education in part because it promotes health and
community feeling among the group members.

Finally, Festival values align with Co-Op values in supporting local suppliers and the
economic health of the community. For Festival events we partner with local businesses in
advertising, printing, event production, hospitality, tourism, and venue space. We support local
artists themselves in instructor fees and raising awareness of their work. In 2020 Calypso Farm
and Ecology Center co-sponsored two culinary workshops held in local community gardens.

3. How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?

If chosen, Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival would use the funds to lower the registration
cost of up to 10 culinary arts workshops by $10 per registrant during the 2022 summer festival,
July 17-  31. This discount increases the appeal and affordability of the culinary courses. Then,
FSAF and instructors would use those Lend A Hand funds to purchase ingredients and supplies
locally. In the hands-on cooking courses, participants can see and practice using locally
available foods. The funds benefit the community twice: once for course participants, and again
by helping us continue to purchase ingredients locally. A couple instructors even cruise the
Farmer’s Market for fresh produce, benefiting farms directly.

Courses are typically capped at 15 participants, though that may change due to social
distancing requirements at the venue. At a typical 15 people, with a $10 reduction each, for 10
courses, we would expect to use $1,500. Funds would also go toward advertising costs; printed
course catalogs, traditional media ads, and online advertising work together to get the word out
about Festival dates, course offerings and exciting updates to this 2022 season. If selected for
May, June, or July, course catalogs can be made available at the Co-Op.

4. If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how
this funding supported your organization and mission.

FSAF has not been awarded Lend A Hand funds before.
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5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly
recipient to a shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100
words or less.

Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival offers workshops and performances for two fabulous
weeks each year. The multidisciplinary, study-performance Festival offers opportunities for both
personal growth and arts appreciation in music, dance, visual arts, healing arts, culinary arts,
creative writing, theatre, and more. Join the Fairbanks community to learn something new,
improve your skills, or enjoy a performance. Lend A Hand funds will be used to provide a $10
registration discount for up to 150 cooking class participants and for culinary program
advertising. Help someone feed their body, mind, and spirit by choosing Fairbanks Summer Arts
Festival todayl!
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OUR MISSION
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli works for health and sustainability by providing healthful foods and 
products, promoting local suppliers, and offering consumer education in an open, community-centered 
environment, through a viable business.

OUR VALUES
• Service – We are committed to the joy of true service, putting the needs of others first in a way 

that touches lives and hearts. Our service is an honor and a privilege.

• Sustainability – We seek to sustain our co-op’s financial health and growth while working toward 
solutions to economic development that consider the health our community and planet.

• Social Responsibility – We believe that our actions must benefit the global community at large. 
This means that we promote justice and equity in all of our relationships and are committed to the 
people who use and work for our business.

2022 LEND A HAND APPLICATION
Deadline: November 30, 2021

Name of Organization:

Mailing Address:

City, State, Zip:    

Contact Name:         Phone:   

Contact Email:   

Website:         Facebook:           

Instagram:        Twitter:   

Name and address for check remittance (if it differs from above):

Name:

Mailing Address:    

City, State, Zip:

Is this a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization?  If yes, please include certification with application.

Has your organization been a Lend a Hand recipient in the past?   If so, when?

Which month would you prefer us to raise funds for your organization?

Note: December is not available. We cannot guarantee your month of choice.

Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival
PO Box 82510
Fairbanks, AK 99708
Melissa Prince 907-474-8869
grants@fsaf.org

www.fsaf.org Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival

#fbksartsfest @FbksArtsFest

same as above

yes
no

June or May



INSTRUCTIONS
A. Please include a cover letter on your organization’s official letterhead with this form.

B. Attach a separate sheet with answers to the following questions.

1. Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.

2. How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?

3. How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?

4. If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how this 
funding supported your organization and mission.

5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly recipient 
to a shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100 words or less.

Applications will be published on our website. For this reason, please include no more than one piece of 
supplemental information (brochure, flyer, annual report, etc.) with your application.

In December, our Owners will vote to select our 2022 Lend a Hand recipients. If your organization is selected, 
we will require the following:

• 2 or 3 high resolution photos representing your work. Please include a photo release for any people 
appearing in your photos.

• A high resolution, printable jpeg of your organization’s logo.

• Promotion of the Lend a Hand program via your website, newsletter and/or social media pages.

• Brochures or flyers about your organization if available.

Important Note
We do not donate to individuals, national charities, political candidates or organizations, charities that advance 
a particular religious belief, or organizations that discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, 
religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability or status in any other protected group.

Submit applications to the attention of Kristin Summerlin, Marketing & Owner Services Manager:

• via email to marketing@coopmarket.org (preferred). Be sure to include scans of supporting materials.

• by hand delivery to the Customer Service Desk.

• by mail to the following address: Co-op Market Grocery & Deli, 526 Gaffney Road, Fairbanks, AK 99701.

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE NOVEMBER 30, 2021.
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