Co-op Market Grocery & Deli,
526 Gaffney Road,
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Hello!
Thank you for the opportunity to apply for the 2021 Lend-A-Hand program! We’ve participated in the
past, and it’s such a great way to integrate giving into our daily routines. Since our founding in 1971, the
Northern Alaska Environmental Center has been a measured, informed, and dynamic voices for Arctic
and Interior Alaska conservation. In the years since, our commitment to our mission of promoting
conservation and sustainable resource development through education and advocacy has not wavered.
Achieving that mission requires us to be nimble and adaptive in our ever-expanding understanding of
how our work fits into Alaska’s and Fairbanks’ future. We’re proud to partner with other grassroots
groups, collaborate with land management agencies, and draw from the experience and expertise of
diverse stakeholders as we work for healthy lands and communities. Our success is interdependent on
building a diverse and sustainable economy that empowers community members, and access to healthy
foods is integral in that future. We admire the Co-op Market’s commitment to these shared values.
Even as northern Alaska faces some of the most recent threats in history, we are heartened by the
organizations, businesses, and individuals who continue to model what a just and sustainable future
might look like. We believe that collaborative giving programs like Lend-A-Hand serve and strengthen
both our missions.

Thank you so much for your consideration,
Caitlin Lenahan
Events & Development Coordinator

Food Coop Market & Deli Lend a Hand Application
1. Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.
The Northern Alaska Environmental Center promotes conservation and sustainable resource
development through education and action in the Arctic and Subarctic Regions. The Northern Alaska
Environmental Center is an Alaska-based conservation organization dedicated to protecting the land,
waters and wildlife of Interior and Arctic Alaska for current and future generations to use and enjoy. We
understand the unique challenges of living in Alaska and seek to balance natural resource development
with conserving what makes Alaska special.

The Northern Center is committed to defending special places in Northern and Interior Alaska
from irresponsible extraction activities, and promoting local initiatives to protect the health and
way of life of people living in Fairbanks and Interior Alaska.
We acknowledge that we work throughout the unceded territories of the Indigenous Peoples of
Alaska; that our office is located on the traditional territories of the Lower Tanana Dené
Athabascan Peoples. We honor the ancestral and ongoing land and water stewardship and
place-based knowledge of the peoples of these territories.
2. How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?
We share some of the same values: Sustainability, and Social Responsibility, and a just world with
food security for all. We believe our actions are interconnected, and that a healthy and intact
ecosystem benefits everyone. We promote sustainable living and community and are dedicated
to creating a world with just economies and equity in all our relationships.
3. How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?
Lend a Hand funds will be directly used to support our programming work—in Clean Water &
Mining, the Arctic Program, Regional Sustainability and Alternative Energy, and Youth Programs.
4. If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe
how this funding supported your organization and mission.
Previously donated funds have supported our work to ensure a healthy northern Alaska
for all communities, and especially in the past four years, to defend the special places we
love from development interests in northwestern and Arctic Alaska.

What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly
recipient to a shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100
words or less.
The Northern Center Promoting conservation of the environment and sustainable resource
stewardship in Interior and Arctic Alaska through education and advocacy, and all funds will be
used towards these goals.

2021 LEND A HAND APPLICATION
Deadline: November 30, 2020

OUR MISSION
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli works for health and sustainability by providing healthful foods and
products, promoting local suppliers, and offering consumer education in an open, community-centered
environment, through a viable business.
OUR VALUES
• Service – We are committed to the joy of true service, putting the needs of others first in a way
that touches lives and hearts. Our service is an honor and a privilege.
• Sustainability – We seek to sustain our co-op’s financial health and growth while working toward
solutions to economic development that consider the health our community and planet.
• Social Responsibility – We believe that our actions must benefit the global community at large.
This means that we promote justice and equity in all of our relationships and are committed to the
people who use and work for our business.
Name of Organization:

Northern Alaska Enviornmental Center

Mailing Address:

830 College Road

City, State, Zip:

Fairbanks, AK 99701
Caitlin Lenahan

Contact Name:
Contact Email:
Website:
Instagram:

Phone:

907-452-5096

events@northern.org

www.northern.org

Facebook:

@TheNorthernCenter

Twitter:

/Northern Center

@NorthernCenter

Name and address for check remittance (if it differs from above):
Name:

The Northern Center

Mailing Address:
City, State, Zip:
Is this a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization?

yes

If yes, please include certification with application.

Has your organization been a Lend a Hand recipient in the past?

yes

If so, when?

Any Month!

Which month would you prefer us to fundraise for your organization?
Note: December is not available. We cannot guarantee your month of choice.

2019

INSTRUCTIONS
Please include a cover letter on your organization’s official letterhead with this form.
Attach a separate sheet with answers to the following questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.
How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?
How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?
If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how this
funding supported your organization and mission.
5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly recipient
to a shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100 words or less.

Applications will be published on our website. For this reason, please include no more than one piece of
supplemental information (brochure, flyer, annual report, etc.) with your application.
In December, our Owners will vote to select our 2021 Lend a Hand recipients. If your organization is selected,
we will require the following:
•
•
•
•

2 or 3 high resolution photos representing your work. Please include a photo release for any people
appearing in your photos.
A high resolution, printable jpg of your organization’s logo.
Promotion of the Lend a Hand program via your website, newsletter and/or social media pages.
Brochures or flyers about your organization if available.

Important Note
We do not donate to individuals, national charities, political candidates or organizations, organizations that
advance a particular religious belief, or organizations that discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed,
national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability or status in any other
protected group.

Submit applications to the attention of Kristin Summerlin, Marketing & Owner Services Manager:
•
•
•

via email to marketing@coopmarket.org (preferred). Be sure to include scans of supporting materials.
by hand delivery to the Customer Service Desk.
by mail to the following address: Co-op Market Grocery & Deli, 526 Gaffney Road, Fairbanks, AK 99701.

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE NOVEMBER 30, 2020.

OUR MISSION
The Northern Alaska Environmental Center
promotes conservation of the environment and
sustainable resource stewardship in Interior
and Arctic Alaska through education and
advocacy.

ABOUT US
The Northern Alaska Environmental Center
in Fairbanks, Alaska is a quintessential
grassroots organization, with a governing
board of directors, small staff, more than 50
active volunteers, and over 1,500 contributing
members. The Northern Center operates four
major programs: Arctic, Clean Water & Mining,
Local Conservation Solutions, and Climate
Change & Energy. The Northern Center is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

GET INVOLVED!
Volunteer. The Northern Center is always
looking for volunteers of all ages to help with
day-to-day operations, in addition to special
events.
Take Action. Participate in public comment
periods, contact your elected representatives,
and share information with your community.
Become a Member. Your membership supports
our mission. As a nonprofit organization, we
depend on our members’ financial support.
Contribute to our success by donating online or
mailing a check.
Subscribe To Our E-News. The Northern
Center’s weekly email newsletter contains all
the latest information about our work.
Attend our Events. Join us at our next
educational event, community picnic, rally,
phone-a-thon, sign-making day, auction, yard
sale, or Annual Run for the Refuge!

FOLLOW US!

Join us on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook to
hear about our latest events, accomplishments,
and volunteer opportunities.

830 College Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
www.northern.org
(907) 452-5021

Protecting the Far North

ARCTIC
The Arctic Program works for continued
protection and integrity of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge through community
involvement and education. We work to
strengthen protections for vital wildlife
habitats and wildlands in the Western
Arctic and Arctic Ocean, as well as the interconnected subarctic landscapes.
We advocate for clean, renewable energy
economies that will allow Alaska to transition
off fossil fuels and preserve our most treasured
wild places.

“Beauty is a resource in and of itself. Alaska
must be allowed to be Alaska, that is her
greatest economy. I hope that the United
States of America is not so rich that she
can afford to let these wildernesses pass
by—or so poor that she cannot afford to
keep them.”
Mardy Murie
Arctic Refuge Founder

CLEAN WATER
& MINING
The Clean Water & Mining Program seeks
to protect air, water, and wilderness by
monitoring and raising awareness about
proposals and plans for mines in northern
Alaska. Of particular concern are those
including significant new transportation
infrastructure with major cumulative effects.
The program works for an Alaska where
environmental policies, laws, and
permitting provide for the preservation
of intact ecosystems in Interior and Arctic
Alaska.

CONSERVATION
SOLUTIONS
The Conservation Solutions portion of our
work aims to improve the environmental
quality, including air quality, of Fairbanks and
the surrounding area by seeking communitybased solutions to problems affecting the
borough. The program works to support
tangible renewable energy and energy
efficiency solutions to assist Alaska in moving
beyond fossil fuel dependence and lowering
energy costs.

