North Star Imagination Library
PO Box 82657 Fairbanks, AK 99708

Kristin Summerlin
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli
526 Gaffney Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
November 6, 2020
Dear Ms. Summerlin,
The North Star Imagination Library would like to be considered for the Lend-A-Hand program.
Our mission of inspiring a lifelong love of reading is accomplished by mailing an age appropriate
book each month to registered children under five living in the North Star Borough. These
books are free to families and provide an opportunity for children and families to develop of love
of reading that carries on into their school years and beyond. As a parent of two graduates from
Imagination Library, I can assure you that the selections are well made and cherished by their
recipients!
The money received through the Lend-A-Hand program would go toward the purchase of
books. Each month, over 2,800 books are mailed out to enrolled children at a cost of only $2.10
per book (including shipping!) Our goal is to enroll all children under five in the borough so that
every child enters school equipped with a personal library of well-loved books. Accomplishing
this goal invites the generosity of the entire community and aligns with the Co-Op Market’s
vision as a community-centered environment. As one parent recently stated on a parent survey,
“I am so grateful for this service. Books can be so expensive and this is such a service to the
community.”
In order to promote our partnership, we can post information on our Facebook page and website
(www.northstarimaginationlibrary.org). We can also provide books and registration forms to
distribute to children who visit the Co-op Market with their families during the designated month.
Thank you for considering our organization as a beneficiary of the Lend-A-Hand program. We
were so fortunate to be chosen in 2016. The funds contributed were used to purchase 345
books for future literate coop market customers! Our program is truly a community effort as we
are funded entirely through donations and managed by a volunteer board and this is an easy
way for people to show their support.
Please let me know if I can provide any further information.
Sincerely,

Emily Vockeroth
Board President

North Star Imagination Library – PO Box 82657 Fairbanks, AK 99708 – 374-7030
www.northstarimaginationlibrary.org –– books@northstarimaginationlibrary.org

Lend A Hand Application
1. Our mission is to inspire a lifelong love of reading by mailing age appropriate books each month
to children under five living in the North Star Borough. Our volunteer board is responsible for
registering children and raising the funds to pay for the books. Through our Facebook, website
and family events, we encourage families to actively engage with the books and foster a positive
relationship with reading.
2. The Co-op Market values an educated community and education begins at birth with a love of
reading!
3. All funds raised for the Imagination Library go to pay the cost of the books and mailing which
averages $5,500 per month for the 2,800 registered children. We are a volunteer run
organization so we have virtually no overhead costs!
4. Several years ago we were selected for Lend a Hand and were able to use those funds to cover
part of a monthly book invoice.
5. North Star Imagination Library is the local affiliate of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.
Registered children receive a free, age-appropriate book each month in the mail until their fifth
birthday. Anyone living in the North Star Borough can register!

