1. The mission statement of the Downtown Association of Fairbanks Community Services
is to “identify and fill critical social service gaps, lessening the burdens of government
while at the same time maintaining the vitality and improving the overall quality of life in
downtown Fairbanks.” This translates into our diverse programs: 1. the Community
Service Patrol, a foot- and van-patrol devoted to connecting intoxicated or incapacitated
people to appropriate medical or clinical care, while improving the business climate
downtown and 2. hosting in our downtown core major community events like the
Midnight Sun Festival and the Winter Solstice Fireworks.
2. Our mission and these program areas align with Co-Op Market’s mission and values. We
both seek community health and sustainability. For DAFCS that means looking to the
welfare of a vulnerable population, who tends to be also homeless and suffer cooccurring disorders, with consequent benefit of reducing impact on small businesses and
strain on our community’s medical resources; it also means hosting community events
that add to the long-term quality of life in Fairbanks.
3. Lend-a-Hand funds would be used to support the above programs, specifically the
Community Service Patrol, by paying program costs to keep CSP Ambassadors on the
street helping people inebriated in public to find appropriate care.
4. We have not received Lend-a-Hand funds before.
5. The elevator pitches could be: “The Community Service Patrol connects intoxicated or
incapacitated people with appropriate medical or clinical care, while improving the
business climate downtown.” OR “The Community Service Patrol responds to people
who are chronically inebriated in public, so that the Police don’t have to.”

INSTRUCTIONS
Please include a cover letter on your organization’s official letterhead with this form.
Attach a separate sheet with answers to the following questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.
How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?
How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?
If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how this
funding supported your organization and mission.
5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly recipient
to a shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100 words or less.

Applications will be published on our website. For this reason, please include no more than one piece of
supplemental information (brochure, flyer, annual report, etc.) with your application.
In December, our Owners will vote to select our 2021 Lend a Hand recipients. If your organization is selected,
we will require the following:
•
•
•
•

2 or 3 high resolution photos representing your work. Please include a photo release for any people
appearing in your photos.
A high resolution, printable jpg of your organization’s logo.
Promotion of the Lend a Hand program via your website, newsletter and/or social media pages.
Brochures or flyers about your organization if available.

Important Note
We do not donate to individuals, national charities, political candidates or organizations, organizations that
advance a particular religious belief, or organizations that discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed,
national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability or status in any other
protected group.

Submit applications to the attention of Kristin Summerlin, Marketing & Owner Services Manager:
•
•
•

via email to marketing@coopmarket.org (preferred). Be sure to include scans of supporting materials.
by hand delivery to the Customer Service Desk.
by mail to the following address: Co-op Market Grocery & Deli, 526 Gaffney Road, Fairbanks, AK 99701.

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE NOVEMBER 30, 2020.

CITY OF FAIRBANKS
Jim Matherly, Mayor
(907) 459-6793

August 19, 2020
Re: Emergency Service Patrol
Dear Fairbanks Business Owner:
I’m writing this letter in collaboration with all City of Fairbanks public safety departments (Police, Dispatch, and
Fire/EMS) to request assistance with an issue that directly effects businesses in the Fairbanks area.
As you may know, the City of Fairbanks has had a serious problem with publicly inebriated individuals for several
years. Per Alaska Statute Title 47, the City of Fairbanks will take incapacitated or intoxicated persons into protective
custody for transport to safe places. The Emergency Service Patrol (ESP), formerly known as Community Service
Patrol (CSP), currently provides that service that historically was the sole responsibility of the City’s police officers
and paramedics. Given the high call volume created by inebriated individuals, the presence of ESP has taken a
substantial workload off the police officers and paramedics, which allows them to focus on other critical areas of
public safety.
ESP also provides businesses and residents of Fairbanks a quick response to calls that otherwise might be delayed
if the program were not in existence. ESP benefits more than just the people taken into protective custody. It
benefits local businesses, regional health care facilities, tourism, and the overall quality of life for residents of
Fairbanks.
Unfortunately, the City of Fairbanks has seen declining financial assistance from the State of Alaska and we expect
that decline to continue. With the decline in funding, we are looking for help in order to continue this
invaluable program, as we feel that it would be detrimental to our public safety departments, local
businesses, residents, and visitors if the program were to end. We know that this year has been especially
difficult for businesses due to COVID19, but we are asking that you please consider providing any
assistance you can regarding this serious issue.
While the City of Fairbanks currently manages the ESP contract, the Downtown Association of Fairbanks assists
with strategic planning and fundraising for the ESP program. Please contribute to the Emergency Services Patrol
through the Downtown Association of Fairbanks, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation:
Downtown Association of Fairbanks Community Services (EIN# is 51-0591306)
Attn: David van den Berg, Executive Director
542 4th Avenue, #204
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Telephone: (907) 452-8671

Thank you for your consideration!

Mayor Jim Matherly

