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“feeding people & affirming lives”
November 4, 2020
Dear Friends at the Fairbanks Co-op Market:
First, please allow me to thank you for the generous support you’ve given the Bread Line’s
anti-hunger programs & for this opportunity to continue that partnership. We are grateful for the
generous solidarity the Co-op provides to Fairbanks. It feels good to be in community with you.
Part of this good feeling is because the Co-op’s values are so closely aligned with our own. The
Bread Line’s mission is to “feed people & affirm lives” & our programs reflect that: the Stone Soup
Cafe serves whole foods to neighbors in need; the community garden & Kid’s Cafe build sustainable
solutions for a better future; & our culinary job training program helps people lift themselves up into
social responsibility.
In these challenging times, it is impossible to know what tomorrow holds. What we do know
is that we believe in Fairbanks & Fairbanks believes in us. Since the onset of the pandemic, the soup
kitchen has given out more food than ever. Local need for food relief is increasing & the Bread Line is
committed to meeting that rising need. However, this mission is only possible through community
donations & programs like Lend-a-Hand.
At the Bread Line, every donation matters & we cannot do what we do without you. Your past
assistance has proven invaluable to our work. Please consider continuing your support of the Bread
Line’s anti-hunger programs by allowing us another year as a “round up at the register” Lend-aHand grantee.
With gratitude,

Hannah C. Hill
Bread Line
Executive Director
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1. Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.
The Bread Line’s mission is to “feed people & affirm lives.” We do this through 4 anti-hunger programs:
our soup kitchen (the Stone Soup Cafe), a community garden (Stone Soup Community Garden, next to
the Co-op on 11th & Lacey), a culinary job training program (Stone’s Throw) & a monthly family
volunteering initiative (Kid’s Cafe). We collaborate with other local organizations to serve Fairbanks’
most marginalized neighbors through serving good food & building life skills.
2. How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?
The Bread Line’s work closely aligns with the Co-op’s values of sustainable service to our community
through social responsibility. The work may look different, but the heart is much the same.
3. How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?
We will use these funds in direct support of our many anti-hunger programs. Having the capacity to
purchase food or supplies as needed elevates our work in a very meaningful way.
4. If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how this funding
supported your organization and mission.
Thankfully, we have received funding from the Co-op in the past. Because our anti-hunger work largely
relies on donated food, sometimes we do not have “high demand” items such as protein, dairy or fresh
produce. We try to provide well-rounded meals & funding from the Co-op has allowed us to purchase
supplies, as needed, in real time, to fill the occasional gaps in donations.
5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly recipient to a
shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100 words or less.
The Bread Line has been feeding people & affirming lives since 1984. What started as a handful of bighearted Fairbanksanks, handing out sandwiches on the street, has grown into 4 strong anti-hunger
programs that serve tens of thousands of free, hot meals - every year - to our community’s most
marginalized neighbors.
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INSTRUCTIONS
Please include a cover letter on your organization’s official letterhead with this form.
Attach a separate sheet with answers to the following questions.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.
How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?
How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?
If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how this
funding supported your organization and mission.
5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly recipient
to a shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100 words or less.

Applications will be published on our website. For this reason, please include no more than one piece of
supplemental information (brochure, flyer, annual report, etc.) with your application.
In December, our Owners will vote to select our 2021 Lend a Hand recipients. If your organization is selected,
we will require the following:
•
•
•
•

2 or 3 high resolution photos representing your work. Please include a photo release for any people
appearing in your photos.
A high resolution, printable jpg of your organization’s logo.
Promotion of the Lend a Hand program via your website, newsletter and/or social media pages.
Brochures or flyers about your organization if available.

Important Note
We do not donate to individuals, national charities, political candidates or organizations, organizations that
advance a particular religious belief, or organizations that discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed,
national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability or status in any other
protected group.

Submit applications to the attention of Kristin Summerlin, Marketing & Owner Services Manager:
•
•
•

via email to marketing@coopmarket.org (preferred). Be sure to include scans of supporting materials.
by hand delivery to the Customer Service Desk.
by mail to the following address: Co-op Market Grocery & Deli, 526 Gaffney Road, Fairbanks, AK 99701.

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE NOVEMBER 30, 2020.

