November 21, 2019
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli
526 Gaffney Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Re: 2020 Lend-a-Hand Program application
Dear Co-op Member-Owners,
Thank you so much for your support of Fairbanks non-profits through your donations programs.
The Folk School would like to apply for your support through the 2020 Lend-a-Hand Program so
that we can continue to build our programs that foster lifelong learning.
With our move last year to Pioneer Park, the opportunities to serve the Fairbanks community
have improved exponentially; the possibilities literally are endless. We’d appreciate your help in
making them a reality!
Thank you for the opportunity to apply for support from the Co-op Market and its owners.
Sincerely,
THE FOLK SCHOOL FAIRBANKS

Don Kiely
Operations Director

P.O. Box 83572, Fairbanks, AK 99708
info@folk.school
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Supplemental Information
1. Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s
work.
The mission of The Folk School is to perpetuate the joy of hands-on learning. We offer
year-round classes and programs for all ages in traditional crafts, woodworking, outdoor skills,
and hands-on arts and sciences.
Our classes today include woodworking, boatbuilding, pottery, carving, basket making,
blacksmithing, sewing, tanning, book arts, survival skills, summer immersions for kids and
adults, cooking, music, wild plant identification and sustainable harvesting, food preservation,
farming, writing, journaling and drawing, navigation, botany, biology, and so much more. Some
are designed for students of all ages, many are focused on kids, and still others on adults.
2. How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?
●

Providing access to good, healthy food
The Folk School regularly offers classes in cooking skills and sustainable harvesting of
foods that we are surrounded by in Interior Alaska. We have had classes on using local
berries and botanicals, gardening, skinning, tanning, & cooking local game, preserving
produce, and more.

●

Supporting local agriculture and a thriving local economy
One of our major partners is Calypso Farm & Ecology Center, with whom we mutually
support each other’s programs. And many of our instructors come from other local farms.
We believe that by teaching traditional skills--such as basketmaking with birch bark,
woodworking to make useful objects for everyday use, and making music with
instruments made with interesting local materials--our students are more confident and
productive in their everyday life. And often what they begin to learn in class in a
supportive environment can lead to a lifelong career.

●

Creating a knowledgeable community informed about choices that impact personal
wellness and the environment
Many of our classes focus on the student’s well-being: physically, mentally, and
spiritually. Music classes nourish the soul and mind, candle and salve-making classes

can lead to a peaceful mind and healthy body, and the deep benefits that local whole
foods bring. And many of our outdoor classes lead to an appreciation of the benefits of
physical labor.
Our classes encourage harvesting the student’s own materials from the woods or
wherever, so they have context and appreciation for those resources (chicken on a
styrofoam tray or carrots in a plastic bag, vs. a relationship with a farm or forest or
tundra). As one begins to gain familiarity and comfort while rummaging around finding
these things then the relationship between the person and that particular environment
becomes intimate. That then is what can make us better stewards. We protect the places
we love.
3. How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?
We will use the funds to help cover the costs of our programs so that we can keep our
registration fees as low as possible. In part, we do that by providing scholarships to help
students that otherwise wouldn’t be able to attend a program that they want to be a part of, and
funds from the Lend-a-Hand program can help strengthen that fund.
4. If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please
describe how this funding supported your organization and mission.
We have used the funds donated to The Folk School by Co-op owners the last two years to
provide scholarships for a variety of classes and programs, including Week in the Woods and
various woodworking classes. The funds have also helped with repairs and improvements in our
cabin at Pioneer Park, as well as to keep our class fees low and affordable.
5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our
monthly recipient to a shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will
be used in 100 words or less.
The Folk School offers year-round classes and programs in traditional crafts, woodworking,
outdoor skills, and hands-on arts and sciences for students of all ages, from young kids to
wizened seniors. Your donation will help keep fees affordable and to support people who might
not be able to take a class for financial reasons.
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Perpetuating the Joy of
Hands On Learning

Here at The Folk School we strive to inspire
and empower students of all ages through the
process of learning new skills that connect us
to the land and our community.

We rely on you to help us keep our
doors open, our tuition costs low, and
our offerings diverse. Your financial
contribution helps us serve all who are
learning and growing with us.
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