830 College Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-1535
(907) 452-5021
www.northern.org

November 27, 2019
Co-op Market Grocery and Deli
Attn: Kristin Summerlin
526 Gaffney Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Dear Kristin and Co-op Market team,
We’re grateful for the opportunity to apply once again to the Co-op Market’s Lend-A-Hand
program. Community giving programs like this truly embody the interconnections that define
our organizations, and make all our work possible.
For 48 years, the Northern Alaska Environmental Center has helped shape the conversation
about what it means to live responsibly and sustainably in northern Alaska, and advocated
for policies and management decisions that mirror those values. We have continued to evolve
and adapt throughout the decades, but our commitment to our mission has not wavered. Our
success requires an ever-expanding understanding of how our work fists into Alaska and
Fairbanks’ future. We partner with coalitions of other grassroots groups and stakeholders as
we work towards our vision of a diverse and sustainable economy that empowers
community members. Access to healthy foods is integral in that future, and we feel that the
Co-op Market’s mission is in alignment with our own.
In recent years, we’ve seen some of the most serious threats to northern Alaska’s lands and
waters in history. We are proud of how, along with a strong network of organizations,
businesses, and individuals, we have been able to rise to those challenges, and continue to
work for the future we believe in. We believe that collaborative giving programs like yours
strengthen both our organizations, as well as our entire community.
Sincerely,

Erica Watson
Communications Manager

2020 LEND A HAND APPLICATION
Deadline: November 30, 2019
OUR MISSION:
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli works for health and sustainability by providing healthful foods and products, promoting local
suppliers, and offering consumer education in an open, community-centered environment, through a viable business.
OUR VALUES:
• Service – We are committed to the joy of true service, putting the needs of others first in a way that touches lives and
hearts. Our service is an honor and a privilege.
• Sustainability – We seek to sustain our co-op’s financial health and growth while working toward solutions to economic
development that consider the health our our community and planet.
• Social Responsibility – We believe that our actions must benefit the global community at large.This means that we
promote justice and equity in all of our relationships and are committed to the people who use and work for our business.

Name of Organization: Northern Alaska Environmental Center
Mailing Address: 830 College Road
City, State, Zip: Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Contact Name: Erica Watson

Phone: 907-452-5093

Contact Email: erica@northern.org
Website: northern.org
Facebook: @northerncenter

Instagram: @thenortherncenter Twitter: @northerncenter

Name and address for check remittance (if it differs from above):
Name:
Mailing Address:
City, State, Zip:
Is this a 501(c)3 non-profit organization? If yes, please include certification with application. Yes
Has your organization been a Lend a Hand recipient in the past? If so, when? 10/17 and 9/19
Instructions: Please include a cover letter on your organization’s official letterhead with this form.
1. Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.
Our mission is to promote conservation of the environment and sustainable resource stewardship in
Interior and Arctic Alaska through education and advocacy. We work to empower community members to
participate in public processes, advocate for sustainable local solutions, and ensure that the Alaska we
love and depend on is here for future generations.

2. How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?

Responsible land management must include ensuring access to healthy food and clean water, which for
some Alaskans means harvesting wild foods, and for others means access to affordable foods of their
choice, and for many, a combination. The Co-op Market’s commitment to community giving, to
supporting local farms and producers, and to transparent management practices is very much in
alignment with our vision for Alaska.
3. How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?

Along with donations from individual donors and organizations, these funds allow us to be responsive
and adaptive in our outreach. These funds support educational materials and events highlighting threats
and protection opportunities for Arctic and Interior lands and waters. In 2020, we anticipate continued
need for organizing against exploitation of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and Western Arctic,
opportunities to support communities in their opposition to major industrial projects that would
impact them, and to support renewable energy solutions in Fairbanks through educational events and
materials.
4. If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how this funding
supported your organization and mission.

Our individual donors and community donations are truly what allows us to have the dexterity to
respond to unexpected threats, especially in this unpredictable time. Donations like Lend-A-Hand
funding mean we are able to, for example, print information and stickers for a sudden rally around the
proposed Donlin mine, or fly constituents to meet with their legislators, or rent space for a local
author to promote their book.
5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly recipient to a
shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100 words or less.

The Northern Center works with a broad coalition of partners and allies to protect northern Alaska’s
lands, waters, and communities. We support management decisions and energy solutions that value
our health, climate, and homelands, and provide the information people need to advocate for those
outcomes. We work to empower and engage citizens to speak up for what they care about, and to
build and strengthen our local environmental community.
6. Which month would you prefer us to fundraise for your organization? (Note: We cannot guarantee
your month of choice.)

Any month!
Applications will be published on our website. For this reason, please include no more than one piece of
supplemental information (brochure, flyer, annual report, etc.) with your application.
In December, our Owners will vote to select our 2020 Lend a Hand recipients. If your organization is selected,
we will require the following:
•
•
•
•
•

2 or 3 high resolution photos representing your work. Please include a photo release for any people
appearing in your photos.
A high resolution, printable jpg of your organization’s logo.
Promotion of the Lend a Hand program via your website, newsletter and/or social media pages.
One scheduled 3-hour shift of tabling at the store during your Lend a Hand month.
Brochures or flyers about your organization if available.

Important Note:
We do not donate to individuals, national charities, political candidates or organizations, organizations that
advance a particular religious belief, or organizations that discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed,
national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability or status in any other
protected group.
Submit applications to the attention of Kristin Summerlin, Marketing & Owner Services Manager:
•
•
•

via email to marketing@coopmarket.org (preferred). Be sure to include scans of supporting materials.
by hand delivery to the Customer Service Desk.
by mail to the following address: Co-op Market Grocery & Deli, 526 Gaffney Road, Fairbanks,AK 99701.

OUR MISSION
The Northern Alaska Environmental Center
promotes conservation of the environment and
sustainable resource stewardship in Interior
and Arctic Alaska through education and
advocacy.

ABOUT US
The Northern Alaska Environmental Center
in Fairbanks, Alaska is a quintessential
grassroots organization, with a governing
board of directors, small staff, more than 50
active volunteers, and over 1,500 contributing
members. The Northern Center operates four
major programs: Arctic, Clean Water & Mining,
Local Conservation Solutions, and Climate
Change & Energy. The Northern Center is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

GET INVOLVED!
Volunteer. The Northern Center is always
looking for volunteers of all ages to help with
day-to-day operations, in addition to special
events.
Take Action. Participate in public comment
periods, contact your elected representatives,
and share information with your community.
Become a Member. Your membership supports
our mission. As a nonprofit organization, we
depend on our members’ financial support.
Contribute to our success by donating online or
mailing a check.
Subscribe To Our E-News. The Northern
Center’s weekly email newsletter contains all
the latest information about our work.
Attend our Events. Join us at our next
educational event, community picnic, rally,
phone-a-thon, sign-making day, auction, yard
sale, or Annual Run for the Refuge!

FOLLOW US!

Join us on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook to
hear about our latest events, accomplishments,
and volunteer opportunities.

830 College Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
www.northern.org
(907) 452-5021

Protecting the Far North

ARCTIC
The Arctic Program works for continued
protection and integrity of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge through community
involvement and education. We work to
strengthen protections for vital wildlife
habitats and wildlands in the Western
Arctic and Arctic Ocean, as well as the interconnected subarctic landscapes.
We advocate for clean, renewable energy
economies that will allow Alaska to transition
off fossil fuels and preserve our most treasured
wild places.

“Beauty is a resource in and of itself. Alaska
must be allowed to be Alaska, that is her
greatest economy. I hope that the United
States of America is not so rich that she
can afford to let these wildernesses pass
by—or so poor that she cannot afford to
keep them.”
Mardy Murie
Arctic Refuge Founder

CLEAN WATER
& MINING
The Clean Water & Mining Program seeks
to protect air, water, and wilderness by
monitoring and raising awareness about
proposals and plans for mines in northern
Alaska. Of particular concern are those
including significant new transportation
infrastructure with major cumulative effects.
The program works for an Alaska where
environmental policies, laws, and
permitting provide for the preservation
of intact ecosystems in Interior and Arctic
Alaska.

CONSERVATION
SOLUTIONS
The Conservation Solutions portion of our
work aims to improve the environmental
quality, including air quality, of Fairbanks and
the surrounding area by seeking communitybased solutions to problems affecting the
borough. The program works to support
tangible renewable energy and energy
efficiency solutions to assist Alaska in moving
beyond fossil fuel dependence and lowering
energy costs.

