P.O. Box 106
Ester, Alaska 99725
907-451-0691
www.calypsofarm.org
Kristin Summerlin
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli
526 Gaffney Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Dear Ms. Summerlin,
For the past 20 years, Calypso Farm and Ecology Center has responded to a need for outdoor, hands-on
educational opportunities for youth in local schools, safe green spaces for the community to enjoy, and local
food access. In 2003, Calypso launched the School Garden Initiative which continues to support a network of
public school gardens in Fairbanks, providing engaging ecological education for students in outdoor
classrooms, unique summer programs for Fairbanks youth, and fresh vegetables for community members.
During the summer months, the gardens at Hunter, Woodriver, and Pearl Creek Elementary Schools host
Calypso’s Learning Ecology & Alaskan Farming (LEAF) Camps for children ages 5 - 11, Engaging Alaskan Teens
in Gardening (EATinG), a free summer opportunity for older youth ages 11 - 16, as well as weekly
neighborhood Farm Stands. These Farm Stands not only provide fresh vegetables for student gardeners to
take home and share with their families, but they make local food more available to all community members
by accepting WIC, Senior Farmers Market Coupons, and offering a 50% discount to all Food Stamp customers.
Through positive, quality outdoor experiences for Alaskan youth, we hope to incite curiosity and desire to
explore the natural world, and foster an understanding of where our food comes from. While the EATinG
Program is always offered at zero cost, we are also committed to keeping LEAF Camp accessible to low
income families by keeping registration costs low and offering scholarships to families in need.
We are continually looking for opportunities to keep our programs accessible to all families, regardless of
income, and would be honored to be chosen as recipients of the Lend-A-Hand Program!
Thank you so much for taking the time to review our application. We look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,
Abby Hatfield , Community Outreach & Fundraising Assistant

Calypso Farm & Ecology Center
2020 Lend a Hand Application

1. Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.
Founded in 2000, Calypso Farm & Ecology Center’s mission is to encourage local food
production and environmental awareness through hands-on education in farming and natural
ecosystems. We pursue this mission by offering an array of educational programs for youth and
adults including farm field trips, summer camps, farmer training programs, and workshops in
farming, gardening, fiber arts, and blacksmithing skills.
2. How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?
Calypso's work in the community aligns with the Co-op’s mission to provide healthy food and
education to the community, as well as their values of sustainability and social responsibility.
Our programs provide high-quality, gardening and ecology focused education to youth and
adults, connecting them to their food source and instilling a sense of environmental stewardship
while also increasing the accessibility to and the awareness of locally grown food, particularly
for low income and socially disadvantaged members of our community.
3. How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?
Funding will increase the accessibility of Calypso’s hands-on education programs for youth by
supporting the staffing and supply needs of Calypso’s School Garden Initiative. The Initiative is a
network of three public school gardens in Fairbanks that provide engaging ecological education
for students in outdoor classrooms, unique summer gardening programs for Fairbanks youth,
and fresh vegetables for community members. This support will help us maintain thriving
gardens and keep program costs financially feasible for all families.
4. If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how
this funding supported your organization and mission.
In 2014 and 2017, funding received from the Lend-a-Hand program supported the School
Garden Initiative's summer programs at the Hunter Elementary garden. Funds went towards the
cost of seeds, garden supplies and staff time for program development, allowing us to keep
program costs affordable for all families.
5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly
recipient to a shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in
100 words or less.
Calypso Farm & Ecology Center is an educational farm that grows fresh food for the community
and serves well over 5,000 people annually through numerous hands-on, outdoor education
programs and food access initiatives. When you round-up for Calypso, you’ll be supporting their
network of three school gardens in Fairbanks that host free and low-cost summer gardening
programs for youth, as well as weekly neighborhood farm stands. Your support will increase
local food access and help keep these programs affordable to all families, regardless of income!

2020 LEND A HAND APPLICATION
Deadline: November 30, 2019
OUR MISSION:
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli works for health and sustainability by providing healthful foods and products, promoting local
suppliers, and offering consumer education in an open, community-centered environment, through a viable business.
OUR VALUES:
• Service – We are committed to the joy of true service, putting the needs of others first in a way that touches lives and
hearts. Our service is an honor and a privilege.
• Sustainability – We seek to sustain our co-op’s financial health and growth while working toward solutions to economic
development that consider the health our our community and planet.
• Social Responsibility – We believe that our actions must benefit the global community at large. This means that we
promote justice and equity in all of our relationships and are committed to the people who use and work for our business.

Calypso Farm & Ecology Center
Name of Organization: __________________________________________________________
PO Box 106
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________
Ester, AK 99725
City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________
Abby Hatfield
907-451-0691
Contact Name: ___________________________________
Phone: ______________________
abby@calypsofarm.org
Contact Email: ________________________________________________________________
https://calypsofarm.org/
Website: ____________________________________________________________________
@calypso_farm
Facebook: _________________ Instagram: __________________
Twitter: _________________
https://www.facebook.com/CalypsoFarmandEcologyCenter/

Name and address for check remittance (if it differs from above):
Calypso Farm & Ecology Center
Name: ______________________________________________________________________

same as above
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________
Is this a 501(c)3 non-profit organization? If yes, please include certification with application. Yes
Has your organization been a Lend a Hand recipient in the past? If so, when? July 2017 & June 2014
Instructions: Please include a cover letter on your organization’s official letterhead with this form.
1. Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.

Founded in 2000, Calypso Farm & Ecology Center’s mission is to encourage local food
production and environmental awareness through hands-on education in farming and natural
ecosystems. We pursue this mission by offering an array of educational programs for youth
and adults including farm field trips, summer camps, farmer training programs, and workshops
in farming, gardening, fiber arts, and blacksmithing skills.

2. How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?

Calypso's work in the community aligns with the Co-op’s mission to provide healthy food and
education to the community, as well as their values of sustainability and social responsibility.
Our programs provide high-quality, gardening and ecology focused education to youth and
adults,
connecting
to their
food source and instilling a sense of environmental
3.
How will
the Lend a them
Hand funds
be used?
stewardship while also increasing the accessibility to and the awareness of locally grown food,
Funding will increase the accessibility of Calypso’s hands-on education programs for youth by
particularly for low income and socially disadvantaged members of our community.
supporting the staffing and supply needs of Calypso’s School Garden Initiative. The Initiative is
a network of three public school gardens in Fairbanks that provide engaging ecological
education for students in outdoor classrooms, unique summer gardening programs for
4. If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how this funding
Fairbanks youth, and fresh vegetables for community members. This support will help us
supported your organization and mission.
maintain thriving gardens and keep program costs financially feasible for all families.
In 2014 and 2017, funding received from the Lend-a-Hand program supported the School
Garden Initiative's summer programs at the Hunter Elementary garden. Funds went towards
the cost of seeds, garden supplies and staff time for program development, allowing us to keep
program
costs
affordable
all families.
5.
What is your
elevator
pitch? for
Cashiers
usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly recipient to a
shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100 words or less.

Calypso Farm & Ecology Center is an educational farm that grows fresh food for the community
and serves well over 5,000 people annually through numerous hands-on, outdoor education
programs and food access initiatives. When you round-up for Calypso, you’ll be supporting their
network of three school gardens in Fairbanks that host free and low-cost summer gardening
programs for youth, as well as weekly neighborhood farm stands. Your support will increase
local food access and help keep these programs affordable to all families, regardless of
income!
6.
Which month would you prefer us to fundraise for your organization? (Note: We cannot guarantee your
month of choice.) Any month - we have no preference!
Applications will be published on our website. For this reason, please include no more than one piece of
supplemental information (brochure, flyer, annual report, etc.) with your application.
In December, our Owners will vote to select our 2020 Lend a Hand recipients. If your organization is selected,
we will require the following:
•
•
•
•
•

2 or 3 high resolution photos representing your work. Please include a photo release for any people
appearing in your photos.
A high resolution, printable jpg of your organization’s logo.
Promotion of the Lend a Hand program via your website, newsletter and/or social media pages.
One scheduled 3-hour shift of tabling at the store during your Lend a Hand month.
Brochures or flyers about your organization if available.

Important Note:
We do not donate to individuals, national charities, political candidates or organizations, organizations that
advance a particular religious belief, or organizations that discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed,
national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability or status in any other
protected group.
Submit applications to the attention of Kristin Summerlin, Marketing & Owner Services Manager:
•
•
•

via email to marketing@coopmarket.org (preferred). Be sure to include scans of supporting materials.
by hand delivery to the Customer Service Desk.
by mail to the following address: Co-op Market Grocery & Deli, 526 Gaffney Road, Fairbanks, AK 99701.

