
 
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli  
526 Gaffney Road 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701  
marketing@coopmarket.org 
 
Dear Kristin Summerlin, 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska respectfully requests to apply for your 2020 Lend a 
Hand register round-up program. 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska matches children ages 6-21 (Littles) in need of positive 
adult role models with volunteer mentors (Bigs) to provide one-to-one mentoring and 
social-emotional support.  In 2019, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska supported 56 
matches in Fairbanks. With your financial support, more Alaskan youth will be able to be 
matched with a caring adult who provides a strong, lasting, positive and supportive 
presence in their lives. This makes all the difference. 
 
To see a glimpse of one of our local matches, click here or go to 
https://youtu.be/2JgT5SsmdEc 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our request. If you have any questions about our 
programs or community impact, please feel free to contact me at 
serena.nesteby@bbbsak.org or 907.433.4627. 
 
Sincerely, 
Serena Nesteby 
Operations and Fund Development Coordinator 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

mailto:marketing@coopmarket.org
https://youtu.be/2JgT5SsmdEc
mailto:serena.nesteby@bbbsak.org


Name of Organization: __________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name: ___________________________________   Phone: ______________________ 

Contact Email: ________________________________________________________________

Website:  ____________________________________________________________________

Facebook: _________________  Instagram: __________________  Twitter: _________________

Name and address for check remittance (if it differs from above):

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________ 

Is this a 501(c)3 non-profit organization? If yes, please include certification with application.

Has your organization been a Lend a Hand recipient in the past? If so, when?

Instructions: Please include a cover letter on your organization’s official letterhead with this form.

1. Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s work.

2020 LEND A HAND APPLICATION
Deadline: November 30, 2019

OUR MISSION:
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli works for health and sustainability by providing healthful foods and products, promoting local 
suppliers, and offering consumer education in an open, community-centered environment, through a viable business.

OUR VALUES:
• Service – We are committed to the joy of true service, putting the needs of others first in a way that touches lives and 

hearts. Our service is an honor and a privilege.
• Sustainability – We seek to sustain our co-op’s financial health and growth while working toward solutions to economic 

development that consider the health our our community and planet.
• Social Responsibility – We believe that our actions must benefit the global community at large. This means that we 

promote justice and equity in all of our relationships and are committed to the people who use and work for our business.
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2. How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values?

3. How will the Lend a Hand funds be used?

4. If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please describe how this funding
supported your organization and mission.

5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our monthly recipient to a
shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds will be used in 100 words or less.

6. Which month would you prefer us to fundraise for your organization? (Note: We cannot guarantee your
month of choice.)

Applications will be published on our website. For this reason, please include no more than one piece of 
supplemental information (brochure, flyer, annual report, etc.) with your application. 

In December, our Owners will vote to select our 2020 Lend a Hand recipients. If your organization is selected, 
we will require the following: 

• 2 or 3 high resolution photos representing your work. Please include a photo release for any people
appearing in your photos.

• A high resolution, printable jpg of your organization’s logo.
• Promotion of the Lend a Hand program via your website, newsletter and/or social media pages.
• One scheduled 3-hour shift of tabling at the store during your Lend a Hand month.
• Brochures or flyers about your organization if available.

Important Note:
We do not donate to individuals, national charities, political candidates or organizations, organizations that 
advance a particular religious belief, or organizations that discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, 
national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability or status in any other 
protected group.

Submit applications to the attention of Kristin Summerlin, Marketing & Owner Services Manager:

• via email to marketing@coopmarket.org (preferred). Be sure to include scans of supporting materials.
• by hand delivery to the Customer Service Desk.
• by mail to the following address: Co-op Market Grocery & Deli, 526 Gaffney Road, Fairbanks, AK 99701.

Please see separate sheet. 

Please see separate sheet. 

Please see separate sheet. 

Please see separate sheet. 

Please see separate sheet. 



 
1. Please provide your mission statement and a brief summary of your organization’s 
work. 
Our mission is to create and support one-to-one mentoring relationships that ignite the 
power and promise of youth. Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska (BBBSAK) matches 
children ages 6-21 (Littles) in need of positive adult role models with volunteer mentors 
(Bigs) to provide one-to-one mentoring and social-emotional support through community 
or school-based programs. Bigs and Littles do a variety of activities together such as: 
playing sports and games, doing arts and crafts, attending community events, completing 
schoolwork, or providing advice and inspiration. Time spent between Bigs and Littles is 
more than the fun activities they do together. Through these relationships, lives are 
changed and children are reaching their potential.  
 
2. How does your work align with Co-op Market’s mission and values? 
Our goals and the goals of the Co-op Market both align and work to improve communities 
and the people that live in them. Each match has the potential to create a positive ripple 
effect in the global community at large. According to our 2018 study:  
 •  98% of Alaskan Littles say they have higher academic expectations 
•  96% of Alaskan Littles say they feel more socially accepted 
•  82% of Alaskan Littles say they are more likely to avoid or reduce risky behaviors 
•  76% of Alaskan Littles say their grades have improved 
 
3. How will the Lend a Hand funds be used? 
It costs approximately $2,500 per year to make and support each match. Grants are often 
interested in making new matches but not necessarily financially contributing to the long 
term success of the match. Supporting matches is done entirely through individual and 
corporate investment. Research shows the longer the match is together, the stronger the 
impact and outcomes. Co-op Market’s contribution will go toward supporting those 
matches  
 
Supporting matches ensures the following: 

● Support- all match parties (youth, volunteer, parent/guardians) meet with BBBSAK 
staff regularly.  Their questions or concerns are addressed, and they are provided 
coaching and guidance that strengthens their match and builds a connection. 

● Supervision-  child safety concerns, difficulties in the relationship, or 
disengagement by any party are noticed in a timely manner and appropriate 
intervention is provided. Staff provides a continual assessment of the health of the 
match and the suitability of the match parties and provides periodic reminders of 
ground rules and BBBSAK policies. 



 
● Regular schedule- support is provided frequent, consistent, and holistic (considers 

needs of all parties, the match’s history, etc.), and helps focus match parties on 
issues most relevant to the health, safety, and development of the youth. 

● Evaluation-  survey tools are used both as a measurement of match strength and 
youth outcomes, but also as a means of obtaining valuable data to inform the 
support and guidance of the match. 

BBBSAK programs not only benefit the youth and the volunteers but the whole 
community. Youth experience increased graduation rates, fewer risky behaviors, and 
better family, peer and community relationships, making BBBSAK a sound investment in 
Fairbanks’ future. 
 
4. If your organization has received funding from Co-op Market in the past, please 
describe how this funding supported your organization and mission. 
Big Brothers Big Sisters has not yet been a Lend A Hand recipient but we look forward to 
partnering in the future 
 
5. What is your elevator pitch? Cashiers usually have about 10 seconds to describe our 
monthly recipient to a shopper. Please describe your organization and how the funds 
will be used in 100 words or less. 
Think back to when you were young. Who helped you to believe in yourself and what you 
could accomplish? Big Brothers Big Sisters matches children and youth with adult 
mentors who help to ignite their full potential. Every donation goes towards making and 
supporting matches. When youth believe in themselves and what they can accomplish, 
they help create safer and stronger communities. 
 
6. Which month would you prefer us to fundraise for your organization? (Note: We 
cannot guarantee your month of choice.) 
Our preference would be January, March, or November. January is National Mentoring 
Month. We would be honored to be featured during any month.  
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