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Newsletter, Facebook page, flyer at main
building at the school.

November 14, 2018
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli
526 Gaffney Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Re: 2019 Lend-a-Hand Program application
Dear Co-op Member-Owners,
Thank you so much for your support of Fairbanks non-profits through your donations programs.
The Folk School would like to apply for the 2019 Lend-a-Hand Program so that we can continue
to build our programs that foster lifelong learning.
With our recent move to Pioneer Park, the opportunities to serve the Fairbanks community have
improved exponentially; the possibilities literally are endless. We’d appreciate your help in
making them a reality!
Origin of Folk Schools
As a folk school we are part of a 200 year old tradition. Nikolaj Grundtvig started the folk school
movement during the European Industrial Revolution. Inherent in Grundtvig’s folk school
concept was the responsiveness of the school to the community and the times.
Folk schools have spread around the world, and most emphasize life-long learning, serving all
ages.
Our Story
A small group of us had been dreaming and scheming about a folk school in Fairbanks for over
20 years. We had been offering programs and classes for much of that time, mostly out of our
own homes. Over the years the public response has been enthusiastic and participants have
returned again and again, looking for new opportunities. Some of these people have continued
to hone their new skills and are now teaching others. The ever-growing group of people wanting
to share their knowledge was in need of an organizational structure and a facility out of which to
teach. To this end we formed The Folk School.
Our classes today include woodworking, boatbuilding, pottery, carving, basket making,
blacksmithing, sewing, tanning, book arts, survival skills, summer immersions for kids and
adults, cooking, music, wild plant identification and sustainable harvesting, food preservation,
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farming, writing, journaling and drawing, navigation, botany, biology, and so much more. Some
are designed for students of all ages, many are focused on kids, and still others on adults.
Alignment with Goals of the Co-op Market
We believe that the mission of The Folk School aligns closely with the goals of the Co-op
Market:
●

Providing access to good, healthy food
The Folk School regularly offers classes in cooking skills and sustainable harvesting of
foods that we are surrounded by in Interior Alaska. We have had classes on using local
berries and botanicals, gardening, skinning, tanning, & cooking local game, preserving
produce, and more.

●

Supporting local agriculture and a thriving local economy
One of our major partners is Calypso Farm & Ecology Center, with whom we mutually
support each other’s programs. And many of our instructors come from other local farms.
We believe that by teaching traditional skills--such as basketmaking with birch bark,
woodworking to make useful objects for everyday use, and making music with
instruments made with interesting local materials--our students are more confident and
productive in their everyday life. And often what they begin to learn in class in a
supportive environment can lead to a lifelong career.

●

Creating a knowledgeable community informed about choices that impact personal
wellness and the environment
Many of our classes focus on the student’s well-being: physically, mentally, and
spiritually. Music classes nourish the soul and mind, candle and salve-making classes
can lead to a peaceful mind and healthy body, and the deep benefits that local whole
foods bring. And many of our outdoor classes lead to an appreciation of the benefits of
physical labor.
Many of our classes encourage harvesting the student’s own materials from the woods
or wherever, so they have context and appreciation for those resources (chicken on a
styrofoam tray or carrots in a plastic bag, vs. a relationship with a farm or forest or
tundra). As one begins to gain familiarity and comfort while rummaging around finding
these things then the relationship between the person and that particular environment
becomes intimate. That then is what can make us better stewards. We protect the places
we love.
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If the Co-op’s owners select The Folk School to participate in the Lend-a-Hand Program, we will
use the funds to help cover the costs of our programs so that we can keep our registration fees
as low as possible. In part, we do that by providing scholarships to help students that otherwise
wouldn’t be able to attend a program that they want to be a part of, and funds from the
Lend-a-Hand program can help strengthen that fund.
Thank you for the opportunity to apply for support from the Co-op Market and its owners.
Sincerely,
THE FOLK SCHOOL FAIRBANKS

Don Kiely
Operations Director
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Year-round classes and programs for all ages
in traditional crafts, outdoor skills, woodworking,
and hands-on arts and sciences.

thefolkschoolfairbanks.org

The Folk School of Fairbanks

is a nonprofit organization offering yearround, affordable classes and programs
for all ages in a wide variety of hands-on
disciplines including:

• Woodworking & Carving
• Metal & Stone Work
• Fiber Arts
• Tree Bark Products
• Boat Building
• Bone, Antler & Skin Work
• Wilderness Skills
• Food Preparation
& Preservation
• Applied Sciences
• Arts and Humanities
• Ceramics
• Gardening & Agriculture
• Music
• Creative Writing
CHECK OUR CALENDAR FOR CLASS SCHEDULE

thefolkschoolfairbanks.org/classes
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Visit The Folk School at Pioneer Park
2300 Airport Way
Fairbanks, AK 99701
The school is located in
Cabin 66 at Pioneer Park
behind the Centennial
Center for the Arts.
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