November 30, 2018
Lend A Hand Program
CO-OP Market Grocery & Deli
526 Gaffney Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
To Whom It May Concern:
We at Guys and Gals Read request to be part of the Lend a Hand Program for 2019. The Guys
and Gals Read Program organizes community volunteers to read fun and exciting books to 4th
graders in elementary schools. The Guys and Gals program is a non-profit and was initiated
here in Fairbanks. It has been operating for 13 years. Approximately 45 men and 35 women
read to about 1100 children twice a year. Men read to male students and women read to
female students.
The Guys and Gals Read Program not only recruits and trains volunteers to read, but it also
purchases the books that are read so that at least 6 copies remain in each school library for
children to check out. Books are selected with input from the school district.
The problem we are addressing is that the majority of American boys and many girls stop
reading for pleasure around the 4th grade. By reading exciting and enjoyable books to children
at this age level, we are trying to stimulate their desire to read for fun and thereby enhance their
comprehension, vocabulary and other skills. Furthermore, by having grown men read to boys,
for example, the men serve as role models for boys suggesting that reading is “a cool thing to
do” for guys.
Our Mission is to stimulate an interest in reading in children by making reading fun and exciting.
This furthers our overarching goal of helping children achieve success in school and in life
through improved literacy skills. This aligns with the Co-op Market goal of creating a
knowledgeable community.
We are making a difference. I can personally attest to the excitement generated by this
program. After reading a book during lunchtime, I have seen boys scrambling to the librarian to
be the first to check out the book we had just finished reading. That is exciting to see!
Thank you for the opportunity to apply for this funding. Please contact me at 687-8806 if you
need more information.
Sincerely,

Bernardo Hernandez
Vice President Guys/Gals Read

