Co-op Market Grocery & Deli
2019 Donation Request Form
Co-op Market is proud to work with others in our community to enhance quality of life for our friends
and neighbors. Please review our Donation Policy before submitting your request.
Organization Name
Contact Name
Phone

Georgeson Botanical Garden Society

Mathew Carrick

(907)841-4907

Date 11/28/18
Email

gbgsociety@gmail.com

Type of Organization:
✔ Agricultural
¨
✔ Environmental
¨
¨ Health-oriented

✔ Educational
¨
✔ Community
¨
¨ Other:

Have you received any donations from Co-op Market within the last year? Y / N
Type of donation you are requesting:
¨ Gift Certificate
¨ Gift Basket
¨ Food

¨
✔ Lend-a-Hand Register Round-up*
¨ Sponsorship

*If you are submitting a Lend-a-Hand request, please apply by 11/30/18. Include a detailed
statement on your letterhead of your organization’s goals, how they align with our mission, and how
the donations will be used to meet them.
How will Co-op Market’s participation be recognized?

The Georgeson Botanical Garden Society

will use its social media, website, newsletter, and annual meeting to recognize the Co-Op.
If your request is being made for an event, please provide the following information:
Event Name/Date
Description of Event
Estimated Attendance
Please send along with your request:
•
•

Any additional materials (flyers, posters, brochures) that represent your organization or event.
Proof of non-profit status (501C3), if applicable.

November 28th, 2018
Co-op Market and Deli
526 Gaffney Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Dear Co-Op Market Owners:
The Georgeson Botanical Garden Society is respectfully requesting to be a part of your Lend-a-Hand Program for
2019. The Society is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit that aims to support the Georgeson Botanical Garden (GBG)
located on the University of Alaska Fairbanks Experiment Farm in Fairbanks, Alaska. The GBG is a public garden
that serves the people of Alaska as well as visitors from all over the world. Thousands of people visit the Garden
each summer, including farmers, school groups, Fairbanks families, university students, and global tourists.
The Georgeson Botanical Garden began in 1989 as a research, educational, and public outreach program. However,
its roots extend back to the earliest days of territorial Alaska. In 1898, 31 years after the US purchased Alaska, the
United States Secretary of Agriculture sent the special agent of agriculture, Charles Christian Georgeson, to
Alaska. His job was to determine if this remote land of extreme environmental conditions could be viably farmed
and thus sustain a large human population. Georgeson established seven agricultural experiment stations in Alaska,
built in Sitka, Kenai, Rampart, Copper Center, Kodiak, Fairbanks, and Matanuska. Today, only the Fairbanks and
Matanuska experiment farms remain. The Georgeson Botanical Garden carries on Georgeson’s legacy as part of the
Fairbanks Experiment Farm, including maintaining several of his uniquely-developed plant species.
Today, the mission of the Georgeson Botanical Garden Society is to promote discovery, share knowledge, and
inspire people about high-latitude horticulture. We strive to provide a deeper understanding and appreciation of the
role of plants in our lives and environment, carrying out our mission through research, education, and outreach.
Like the Co-op Market, the Georgeson Botanical Garden Society works for health and sustainability in local food
production, particularly by researching agricultural food types appropriate for growth in the Interior of Alaska and
sharing that knowledge with community members. Local farmers and gardeners are assisted every year as
agricultural products are recommended for viability and productivity, skills are taught through workshops, and
interested community members frequently come to ask questions and learn individually. The Garden is a
welcoming, community-centered environment supporting education and nurturing community relationships. As a
place of research, learning, and enjoyment, the Georgeson Botanical Garden enhances life in the Fairbanks area,
resulting in happier people, a more robust local economy, and healthier food for all.
Your Lend-A-Hand dollars will be used to support the educational, research, and community activities by
underwriting staff members who maintain the Garden, provide outreach, recruit volunteers, and work on programs
benefiting the mutual goals stated above. The Society would partner with the Co-Op to promote sales during our
Lend-A-Hand month through social media and web postings along with publication in our member newsletter. The
Co-Op would also be thanked through these channels, as well as at our Annual Meeting and through a Daily NewsMiner letter of applause.
Thank you for your consideration of our application.
Sincerely,
Mathew Carrick
Georgeson Botanical Garden Society
Program Coordinator
(907)841-4907
gbgsociety@gmail.com
Supporting Alaska’s Premier Botanical Garden
P.O. Box 81777
Fairbanks, AK 99708

The University of Alaska Fairbanks

Georgeson Botanical Garden
Guide Booklet
Research. Educate. Demonstrate.

The roots of the Georgeson Botanical Garden are planted deeply in
agricultural research. Named after the father of Alaskan agriculture,
Charles Christian Georgeson, The Garden today sits on one of the
Agriculture Experiment Stations that Charles established at the turn
of last century (est. 1906). The Botanical Garden was established on
this same site in 1989 as a way to make the agriculture research plots
more accessible to the public. As the Garden grew, so did its focus
on community involvement. The Garden continues to evolve, but
maintains it’s original mission to research, educate, and demonstrate
best horticultural practices for high latitudes and specifically for Interior
Alaska.
The Garden provides educational opportunities, shares the results of
historical and current research, and maintains the Garden for public
enjoyment.

Our Mission: To research, educate, and
demonstrate best horticultural practices in
Alaska.
Our Goal: To be the center for horticultural
knowledge in sub-arctic Alaska.
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GARDEN HIGHLIGHTS
The Garden provides the venue for popular events and an outdoor
classroom for educational opportunities.

EVENTS:
• Peonies and Wine Annual Garden Fundraiser
• Georgeson Birthday Bash - a celebration of the Garden’s namesake
and day of family fun in the Garden
• Mud Day - a day of experiential, free-play in the mud for youth
• Summer Sessions Music in the Garden - a live concert series most
Thursdays throughout the summer
• Weddings, memorials, retirements, and other private parties

EDUCATION:
• Ag in the Classroom teacher education classes
• Cooperative Extension E-learning Videos
• K-12 and day care groups
• UAF academic classes
• UAF Civil and Mechanical Engineering Departments’ senior projects
• UAF Summer Arts Festival classes
• UAF Summer Sessions classes and workshops

YOUTH OUTREACH
We connect with community youth programs such as:
• Family Centered Services Youth Employment Training Program,
• The Boy Scouts of America Eagle Scout service programs, and
• The Girl Scouts of America projects for Gold & Silver Awards.
• 4H Cloverbud Camp and Jr. Master Gardener Class
• Tanana Valley Watershed Association Watershed Discovery Zone
Summer Camp

ART IN THE GARDEN
Gardens inspire great art, music and literature. Our collection includes:
• Tom Torrens (Seattle, WA) 1991 - Diving bell birdbath,
• Darleen Masiak (Fairbanks, AK) 1995 - metal sculpture, A Dance, the
Sun and Moon; 2007 stone sculpture, Inukshuk,
• Wendy Croskrey & UAF Art students 1992 - bronze sculpture,
Inflorescence, Showcase Garden (pictured above),
• Chad Dietz (Fairbanks, AK), 2004, Ornamental Iron Secret Garden
Gate, entrance to the Babula Children’s Garden,
• Ellen Hatch (Albuquerque, NM) 2010- Illustrated bench with Shel
Silverstein poem, “He thought he meant dit sown,” Babula Children’s
Garden Maze,
• Thomas Hart (Fairbanks, AK) 2017 - metal sculpture Anise Hyssop,
dedicated to Barbara Fay, Herb Garden
• Nancy Hausle-Johnson (Fairbanks, AK) 2016 - handcrafted tiles, Birds
of farm and field, Babula Garden Tree House,
• Catherine Rogers Jonsson 1981 - metal sculpture, The Crab,
northeaster corner of Peony Plots,
• The Dead End Poets’ Society™, a group of poets whose work is
highlighted in one of the dead ends of our hedge maze Serge
LeComte (Nikiski, Alaska), Shel Silverstein (deceased), and Anna
Grossnickle Hines (Gualala, California) with more to come.

GARDEN ZONES
ENTRANCE
The UAF Experiment Farm Weather Station
Before you enter the Gardens, you will see an historical weather station,
established in July 1911, just south of the parking area. This is the longest
functioning weather station in the state of Alaska. The University of Alaska
Fairbanks continues to record data from it daily!

Drew Plaza (in design phase 2018)
The Drew Plaza is dedicated to the Drew Family. You will find a kiosk
providing information about the history of the Fairbanks Experiment Farm
and the Garden,

The Informational Kiosk displaying:
• a history of the Garden
• a demonstration of all the major commercial wood varieties
that are harvested by the forest industry throughout Alaska,
• an ever-changing list of current highlights in the Garden as it changes
throughout the season.

ROTARY PAVILION
The Pavilion was funded and built by College Rotary. This structure is
rented for private events and is popular for weddings. In 2017 a new grill
and patio were installed for use with venue rentals.

THE DISPLAY GARDEN
The display garden is loaded with creative combinations of plants that are
proven to thrive in Fairbanks and presents:
• an educational peek at Alaska’s great horticulture potential for more
than 30,000 world visitors annually,
• beds designed and maintained by local talent, including individuals
community members, local garden clubs and The Master Gardeners
of Tanana Valley.
• hardy roses
• the ever- popular giant cabbages
• interesting landscape combinations utilizing hardy perennials suited
to the Interior Alaska climate.
• an exceptional positive image for UAF and a visible recruitment tool
for students of all ages, and
• a memorial to Dr. Frank Wooding, former professor of agronomy and
avid Fairbanks gardener.

THE ROBERT SPECK MEMORIAL GARDEN
All things tall and vining are found in the Speck Garden as well as:
• dahlia display bed,
• structural elements (arbors, raised beds, fences) that provide planting
location for annual vines, sunflowers, giant dinner plate dahlias and
nose-level sweet peas,
• large, fragrant lilics guarding the entrance,
• location of Forget-Me-Not Garden Club memorial bird house
honoring past members
• a memorial to Dr. Robert Speck, former UAF Professor of Mining
Engineering and avid Fairbanks gardener.
• newly installed trex edging around raised beds installed by the Alaska
Laborers Training School.

GINGER’S NATIVE PLANT GARDEN
Alaska wildflowers and wetland plants abound in Ginger’s Native Plant
Garden that is slowly expanding uphill and includes:
• a pond and constructed wetland designed by 4-H youth at Denali
Elementary School,
• educational classroom for 4H Cloverbud Camp,
• a demonstration constructed wetland and plant biofilter system for
home landscapes,
• identification site for common Alaska wildflowers and their use in
home and commercial landscapes.

EDIBLES & ETHNOBOTANICALS
The Edibles Zone includes several garden areas highlighting fruits and
vegetables that grow in our subarctic environment.

Clair Lammer’s Orchard
Clair Lammer’s was a pioneer in the field of growing applies in the Tanana
Valley of Interior Alaska.
• research on hardiness of Russian apples

OHLSEN FAMILY FOOD GARDEN
Vegetables, fruits and grains reach their peak in the Ohlsen Family Food
Garden where visitors can view and learn about:
• many significant vegetable and fruit crops adapted to the Interior and
best methods of cultivation,
• techniques used in vegetable crop cultivation, use of plastic mulches,
irrigation techniques, and more,
• vegetable trials conducted to find the best of the best for Alaska
market and home gardens,
• important grain and oil seed crops,
• accessible gardens for people with limited mobility, those who need
or like to sit while gardening, those with limited space or gardeners
with children.

BERRY & FOOD FOREST
DEMONSTRATION PLOTS
• research on hardiness of raspberries, gooseberries, currants,
honeyberries, perennial onions, wild vegetables and herbaceous and
woody fruiting perennials,
• plots of breeder’s seed and plants for ‘Kiska’ raspberries, ‘Toklat’
strawberries, ‘Pioneer’ strawberries, ‘Yukon Chief’ sweet corn, ‘Early
Tanana’ tomato, cultivars originated at the Agricultural Experiment
Station by Dr. Arvo Kallio.

THE DOROTHY TRURAN
MEMORIAL HERB GARDEN
The aroma of fresh herbs tantalizes the senses in the Dorothy Truran
Memorial Herb Garden where visitors can enjoy:
• demonstration garden
of Alaska native medicinal
and edible plants begun in
collaboration with the UAF
Alaska Native Language Center,
• an outlet for creative energies
of the volunteer Fairbanks Herb
Bunch, who design, plant and
evaluate herbs in summer,
• a memorial for Dorothy
Truran, Fairbanksan and former
Director of the Governor’s
Council for Developmental
Disabilities. The memorial
is a stunning sculpture
representing an Anise Hyssop
plant that was created and
installed by local artisan
Thomas Hart.
• gorgeous, newly created
raised beds inspired by
honeycomb structure and
designed by the Herb Bunch.

THE DYE GARDEN
Natural dye plants are highlighted in the Fairbanks Weavers’ & Spinners’
Guild Dye Garden.
This display garden is designed and maintained by the Fairbanks Weavers’
and Spinners’ Guild for information on plants useful in natural dyeing of
wools and other fabrics. Members test hardiness of dye plants, then use
the flowers, stems and roots in classes in natural dyes throughout the
community. We get an outstanding educational display. They get abundant
plant materials for classes. There are plans to construct raised beds for this
garden in 2018.

GRETA RISSE MEMORIAL SHADE GARDEN
A shady retreat on one of several
benches for a hot day is found in this
garden along with:
• demonstration gardens for shadetolerant ornamentals,
• a memorial for Greta Risse, wife
of Lee Risse, for many years the
Interior’s largest greenhouse
grower.

RESEARCH KIOSK
Adjacent to the Beistline Garden to the west is the research kiosk, which
includes information about past and current research at the Garden,
agricultural statistics and weather facts.

THE DOROTHY BEISTLINE GARDEN
All things cut flowers are highlighted in the Beistline Cut Flower Garden
that will include:
• an outdoor covered classroom for workshops, classes, and other
events,
• a rainwater conservation and catchment system: use of water
captured from the roof for drip irrigation by gravity,
• a memorial for Dorothy Beistline, pioneer Alaskan and local florist,

RESEARCH PLOTS
Peony research and demonstration plots to identify cultivars that can
support Alaska’s newest horticultural export industry, specialty cut flowers.
Research with peonies as cut flowers was begun at GBG in 2001. Fresh cut
flowers were exported for the first time in 2007. In 2018, there are about
135 growers statewide.

Many of these plots still hold plants from research trials (ended in 2010)
for more than 1000 perennials for ornamental use in Alaska. Trials included
suitability for landscapes, invasiveness, hardiness, and disease resistance.
Results have been published and suitable plants are currently being
propagated or transplanted to other areas of the Garden.

THE DR. WALT AND MARITY BABULA
CHILDREN’S GARDEN
The Children’s Garden is a place for families to connect with wildflowers,
water, trees, weather and much more. Come and experience:
• the giant hedge maze and the creativity of the Dead End Poets’
Society, a poetry competition for K-6 children along with well-known
poets,
• the children’s tree house with informational bird displays and a local
bird list,
• the children’s pioneer garden and cabin is fun for kids and has
provided a working classroom for various youth classes, workshops,
and camps,
• water garden/flume, the location for educational programs in
watershed management, measurements of stream flow, volume, and
hydroelectric generation,
• a weather garden with interactive displays on Alaska weather. This
area is dedicated to long time meteorologist and Fairbanksan,Ted
Fathauer,
• an interactive willow tunnel,
• a quiet, secluded area in the field on the hillside is surrounded by
many cultivars of rhubarb and is a great place to lay down on soft
grass and contemplate the clouds,
• an outdoor gathering area for K-12 class activities relating to natural
resources management,
• Kenton’s Shelter- picnic and event shelter with BBQ area for events in
the children’s garden

DONATE! The Georgeson Botanical Garden relies on public donations and
grants for operations, summer staffing and maintenance. We welcome all
donations to the garden, whether it be in-kind volunteer time, or monetary
donations. You can donate to the Georgeson Botanical Garden via the UA
Foundation or through the GBGS. Either avenue uses your donation to
directly support the Garden.
DONATE yourself! If you would like to get involved by volunteering, please
contact us.
The Garden is operated and supported by the University of Alaska Fairbanks
and the Georgeson Botanical Garden Society a non-profit, 501(c)3, whose
mission is to support the operations of the Georgeson Botanical Garden.

The Garden is open Memorial Day through Labor Day
PO Box 757200
117 West Tanana Drive
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Fairbanks, AK 99775

www.georgesonbotanicalgarden.org
Credits: This booklet was originally wri•en by Dr. Patricia Holloway and
updated by Ka•e DiCris•na. All photos from the Georgeson Botanical Garden
Collec•on except for the aerial maze photo by Dave Thomas.

The 2018/2019 printed version of this booklet was paid for by a generous
grant from the City of Fairbanks Bed Tax Commi•ee.

