Co-op Market Grocery & Deli
2019 Donation Request Form
Co-op Market is proud to work with others in our community to enhance quality of life for our friends
and neighbors. Please review our Donation Policy before submitting your request.
Organization Name
Contact Name
Phone

Friends of Alaska CASA

Julie Lageson

907-388-9640

Date 11/21/2019
Email

jclageson@gmail.com

Type of Organization:
¨ Agricultural
¨ Environmental
¨ Health-oriented

¨ Educational
✔ Community
¨
¨ Other:

Have you received any donations from Co-op Market within the last year? Y / N
Type of donation you are requesting:
¨ Gift Certificate
¨ Gift Basket
¨ Food

¨
✔ Lend-a-Hand Register Round-up*
¨ Sponsorship

*If you are submitting a Lend-a-Hand request, please apply by 11/30/18. Include a detailed
statement on your letterhead of your organization’s goals, how they align with our mission, and how
the donations will be used to meet them.
How will Co-op Market’s participation be recognized?

Supporters are recognized on the Friends

of Alaska CASA website: www.friendsofalaskacasa.org/supporters
If your request is being made for an event, please provide the following information:
Event Name/Date
Description of Event
Estimated Attendance
Please send along with your request:
•
•

Any additional materials (flyers, posters, brochures) that represent your organization or event.
Proof of non-profit status (501C3), if applicable.

PO Box 242484
Anchorage, Alaska 99524
www.friendsofalaskacasa.org
info@friendsofalaskacasa.org

Friends of Alaska CASA
November 21, 2018
Ms. Kristen Summerlin
Marketing and Owner Services Manager
Co-Op Market Grocery & Deli
526 Gaffney Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Sent via email to: ksummerlin@coopmarket.org
RE:

Lend-a-Hand Program Application for 2019

Dear Ms. Summerlin:
First, thank you for the opportunity to participate in your Lend-a-Hand Program. We see this as not
only a fund-raising opportunity, but also a mechanism by which we can spread the word about our
organization and the incredibly important work we provide on behalf of children who are in state
custody as a result of abuse and/or neglect in their families of origin.
Our program mission is to improve the outcomes for Alaska’s youth in state custody by supporting
Alaska’s Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) program. CASAs are community volunteers who
work under the supervision of state Guardians ad Litem (GALs). Each child that is taken into custody is
assigned a GAL by the court. When there is an available CASA, GALs will have the court assign a CASA
to advocate for the child(ren). The CASAs follow their assigned case and advocate for the child(ren)
until resolution is achieved. The most hoped for outcome is that the family is reunited after engaging
in treatment and/or educational programs. If this is not possible, the goal of the CASA is to help the
child(ren) find an extended family member or an unrelated nurturing family who will commit to raising
the child(ren) through adoption or guardianship. CASAs are often the only constant in these children’s
lives as the state experiences frequent turnover in social workers and children are often moved from
foster placement to foster placement.
Many of these children maintain lifelong relationships with the CASAs who provide the all important
advocacy and support during their youth. One such case was described in a recent article in the
Anchorage Daily News: https://www.adn.com/opinions/2018/11/18/as-a-baby-she-needed-helpheres-how-she-thanked-the-woman-who-was-there/ Alaska has approximately 135 CASAs and 3500
children in state custody for abuse/neglect. The vision of the Friends of Alaska CASA program is to see
that every youth in custody has a CASA volunteer.
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You may remember Representative Tammie Wilson’s (North Pole) recent complaints about the state
Office of Children Services handling of cases that prompted investigations and reviews. For another
read on the extreme need for the CASA program in our state and the overwhelming case loads of our
state social workers, see this 2017 article: https://www.adn.com/opinions/2017/10/29/amid-horrorsof-abuse-hope-for-alaskas-children/. The CASA program, supported by Friends of Alaska CASA, is one
solution to improving life for these children and their families, especially given the constraints and
politics of state budgets.
Friends of Alaska CASA raises money through corporate, individual, and service donations, gaming, and
special events, such as an annual quilt auction. These funds are used to provide support directly to
children in custody. Examples include activities such as camps, music lessons, and sports. We support
CASA volunteers by helping financially with travel costs, activities with the children for whom they
advocate, and ongoing continuing education and training opportunities. Funds are also used to raise
awareness of the plight of abused and neglected children in our communities and recruit and retain new
volunteers.
We believe our work and community support aligns well with that of the Co-Op Market Grocery & Deli.
When children’s lives are focused on basic survival, e.g. a safe and nurturing place to live, adequate
clothing and food, basic educational opportunities, our community is losing out on the potential that
these children would otherwise be able to realize. Our goal is to ensure that Alaska’s children are given
the opportunity to grow, be healthy and strong physically and emotionally, and ultimately give back to
their communities. Inherent in this process, Friends of Alaska CASA recognizes, honors, and promotes
diversity in the recruitment of CASA volunteers to represent the many faces of youth in custody.
Again, thank you for establishing and maintaining a Lend-a-Hand Program. We appreciate your
consideration of our application. Should you have any questions, you may contact me at 907-3889640, jclageson@gmail.com .
Best regards,

Julie Lageson
Board of Directors
Encl:

Friends of Alaska CASA Brochure (will be dropped off in person)
501(c)(3) Documentation
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P.S.

Should we be fortunate enough to be awarded participation in the 2019 Lend-a-Hand,
suggested wording for your staff to describe our program to customers unfamiliar with our
work might be something like:
“Friends of Alaska CASA (FAC) provides volunteer support for children in state custody for
abuse and neglect.” If that is too long – “they are volunteers who help kids in foster care”. J
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