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Candidate Profiles & Official Ballot
LAUREN CERNY
As a transplant to Alaska, the co-op has given me a place that reminds me of
home in California. It’s a calmer shopping environment where I don’t feel the
shelves are “yelling” at me. I prefer to shop at the place that shares the values
that I do about sustainable food… and I love being an Owner!
As the daughter of a butcher, I care deeply about where my meat and other
groceries come from. Before moving to Fairbanks in December 2016, I lived
in San Francisco, CA. I diligently shopped organic while always looking for the
best prices and quality, which sometimes meant going to specialty stores as well
as Safeway and Whole Foods. In San Francisco I was an active member of the
community, and I can’t wait for the opportunity to give back in Fairbanks!
I bring over 10 years of customer support and operations experience to the
table. My experience is mostly with smaller start-up companies during a high
growth phase. I always consider scalability when overing ideas and implementing solutions. I believe in
developing both internal and external policies that contribute to the overall health of a company. Happy
employees will translate into happy customers.
Education and community are co-op values that resonate the most with me. Food is something that
people gather around and build a sense of community. Educating the community about the importance of
eating well and buying local, as I’ve previously mentioned, are a huge part of why I would like to sit on the
co-op board.

ANDUIN McELROY
I have served on the co-op board for five years, during which time I have
brought direction and focus to the board, especially in my role as chair. My goal
for my next term is to continue a project we started this spring, which is to
identify the co-op’s core values and from there, refine its mission and vision and
develop a strategic plan. I’ll continue to streamline the board’s work by clarifying
committee work and better defining board policies. Of course, I want to ensure
that the board remains focused on and equipped for our primary task, which is
to offer accountability and empowerment to our management.
I am a good board director because I have vision and am willing to figure out
how to get there. I care about the co-op and want to see it succeed, in no small
part because I love having it as my grocery store and deli. I believe what it offers
to the community is worth my time and investment.
I currently homeschool my young children. My graduate education was in Earth System Science and Policy,
with an undergraduate degree in Political Science. I have worked as a writer for trade journals in the
biofuels/biomass industries and as a planner for housing development. I have previously served on boards
for a community theater and a literacy council.

MADELINE PATTERSON-O’DELL
My personal mission is creating opportunity for wellbeing. A large part of health
is feeling heard. At the co-op, I am asked what I want and, soon after, I see the
items I requested are provided. The one place in town I can do a one-stop shop
and get all the organic items I am after! The business structure of Co-op Market
is one way WE can nourish this community we love and live in by prioritizing
stakeholder wellbeing, not stockholder profit at the expense of the former. The
people who work here are friendly, authentic, and put care into what they are
doing. Simply put, I feel good about the co-op.
Giving is receiving. A unique background in science, nutrition, and small business
equips me with a rare perspective and skill set that can enhance and be honed
here. I am experienced in reading and developing written policy/course work
and discerning scientific literature. I can be expected to be 100% prepared and
on time. I value the democratic process as powerful for improving the wellbeing for all, over one persons
idea or right. There are many ways to the mountain top.
I have been a Fairbanks clinical dietitian since 2002, certified diabetes educator since 2007, currently
working in the Fairbanks community with both outpatient and longterm care patients. I completed a
Bachelor of Science in foods and nutrition, minor in biology, cum laude graduate, and master’s level
internship in dietetics from Meredith in Raleigh, NC, in 2002. Board of director positions include North
Star Council on Aging (2006-2008), UAF/TVC Culinary Arts Advisory Board (2004-2006). Community
events speaker in nutrition, professor, dietitian, diabetes educator. My small business experiences span
start-up, marketing, and employee and customer care.

HILARY SHOOK
As a deputy center manager of the Alaska Interagency Coordination Center
(AICC), I collaborate with interagency partners to ensure the efﬁcient
response to emerging emergency incidents. I frequently facilitate brieﬁngs
and organizational meetings with efﬁciency. A key component to my success
is my ability to forge relationships and to bring diverse groups of people and
perspectives together to reach common goals. Each ﬁre season I travel to
different dispatch centers to support ﬁre and all-hazard incidents. I organize a
group of 12-20 people who may have never met into a team which frequently
becomes family for short intense durations of our assignment. Learning how to
listen, communicate well and to take care of each are essential for this to work.
My commitment to civic work began in college and has continued throughout
my life. I was an Americorps Volunteer and program coordinator at Hoosier Hills
Food Bank in Bloomington, Indiana, where I worked closely with donors, member agencies and volunteers
to distribute food to at-risk families. I volunteered for three years on a fundraising committee for the
Challis Arts Council. I was able to secure a $4000 grant for performing arts for children. My collateral
duties at AICC include instructing dispatch courses and serving on local and national committees. I am
coordinating the Feds Feed Families food drive at Alaska Fire Service.
The co-op’s commitment to supporting local products and food security is my main reason for
membership. The co-op inspires a sense of community with our employees’ kind greetings and excellent
customer service. I run into friends and associates practically every time I shop, and I know who grew the
food I purchase. I have previous experience as an assistant manager of “perishables” at Bloomingfoods
Cooperative. Besides purchasing local meats, dairy and breads, I coordinated local farm tours. Bringing the
consumer to the food source was the most fulﬁlling experience for me.

TRACY WOLLER
I love being an owner of the co-op because I know it’s a place I can shop that
is owned and operated by members of the community, sells local products, and
cares about providing healthy, ethical choices.
I have enjoyed volunteering as a director on the co-op’s board over the last
three years. Initially, I was still fairly unfamiliar with food options in Fairbanks,
Policy Governance, and what it meant to serve on this board. I have found it
to be rewarding, challenging, and very educational. I’ve had the opportunity
to attend the last two Consumer Cooperative Management Association
conferences and learn how other successful food co-ops around the country
work within their community and with other co-ops to meet the needs and
wants of their membership.
I’m excited about the progress made while serving on the Education and
Outreach Committee and General Manager’s Evaluation Committee, organizing the board’s annual
workshop/retreat, and helping plan the Annual Owners Meeting. I’ve had the pleasure of letting other
community members know about the co-op and the values of membership at several local events and
always enjoy hearing what current Owners love about and would like to see at their store.
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I currently work at a local dental office as an assistant. I find it incredibly rewarding to have the
opportunity to help people become heathier every day and make a situation many people may not look
forward to more comfortable for almost 13 years. In that time I’ve learned a great deal about excellent
customer service, the importance and value of clear communication, and what it means to run a small
business in an Alaskan community. I hold a certification in massage therapy from the Arizona School of
Integrative Studies. Massage therapy has been a longtime interest after many positive experiences and
benefits as a young athlete and studying health, nutrition, alternative medicine and self-care in college.

CO-OP MARKET GROCERY & DELI 2018 ELECTION SEATING PROCESS
Bylaws passed by our Owners in 2015 dictated that we transition from two-year board terms to
three-year terms and that those terms be staggered so that one third of the board was elected
each year.
Two one-year seats were open after last year’s transition. In addition, three board members
resigned this summer for personal reasons. Therefore, we started this year’s election process with
five available seats: three seats with three-year terms, and two seats with one-year terms.
The board voted unanimously to move present directors running for re-election, Anduin McElroy
and Tracy Woller, to the one-year seats to simplify the balloting process for our Owners. We also
have three candidates for the three-year seats: Lauren Cerny, Madeline Patterson-O’Dell and
Hilary Shook.
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