	
  

Co-op Market Grocery & Deli
2018 Donation Request Form
Co-op Market is proud to work with others in our community to enhance quality of life for our friends
and neighbors. Please review our Donation Policy before submitting your request.
Organization Name
Contact Name
Phone

The Folk School

Don Kiely

(907) 451-0445

Date
Email

11/14/2017

info@thefolkschoolfairbanks.org

Type of Organization:
¨ Agricultural
✔ Environmental
¨
¨ Health-oriented

✔ Educational
¨
✔ Community
¨
¨ Other:

Have you received any donations from Co-op Market within the last year? Y / N
Type of donation you are requesting:
¨ Gift Certificate
¨ Gift Basket
¨ Food

¨
✔ Lend-a-Hand Register Round-up*
¨ Sponsorship

*If you are submitting a Lend-a-Hand request, please apply by 12/1/17. Include a detailed statement
on your letterhead of your organization’s goals, how they align with our mission, and how the
donations will be used to meet them.
How will Co-op Market’s participation be recognized?

Newsletter, Facebook page, Web site,

and a prominent flyer at the school.
If your request is being made for an event, please provide the following information:
Event Name/Date
Description of Event
Estimated Attendance
Please send along with your request:
•
•

Any additional materials (flyers, posters, brochures) that represent your organization or event.
Proof of non-profit status (501C3), if applicable.

November 11, 2017
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli
526 Gaffney Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Re: 2018 Lend-a-Hand Program application
Dear Co-op Member-Owners,
Thank you so much for your support of Fairbanks non-profits through your donations programs.
The Folk School would like to apply for the 2018 Lend-a-Hand Program so that we can continue
to build our programs that foster lifelong learning.
The mission of The Folk School is:
To enrich lives and build community by passing on skills and personal knowledge in
classes that are hands-on, family-friendly, non-competitive, affordable, and connect
people to the places they live.
Origin of Folk Schools
As a folk school we are part of a 200 year old tradition. Nikolaj Grundtvig started the folk school
movement during the European Industrial Revolution. Inherent in Grundtvig’s folk school
concept was the responsiveness of the school to the community and the times.
Folk schools have spread around the world, and most emphasize life-long learning, serving all
ages.
Our Story
A small group of us had been dreaming and scheming about a folk school in Fairbanks for over
20 years. We had been offering programs and classes for much of that time, mostly out of our
own homes. Over the years the public response has been enthusiastic and participants have
returned again and again, looking for new opportunities. Some of these people have continued
to hone their new skills and are now teaching others. The ever-growing group of people wanting
to share their knowledge was in need of an organizational structure and a facility out of which to
teach. To this end we formed The Folk School.
Our classes today include woodworking, boatbuilding, pottery, carving, basket making,
blacksmithing, sewing, tanning, book arts, survival skills, summer immersions for kids and
adults, cooking, music, wild plant identification and sustainable harvesting, food preservation,
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farming, writing, journaling and drawing, navigation, botany, biology, and so much more. Some
are designed for students of all ages, many are focused on kids, and still others on adults.
Alignment with Goals of the Co-op Market
We believe that the mission of The Folk School aligns closely with the goals of the Co-op
Market:
●

Providing access to good, healthy food
The Folk School regularly offers classes in cooking skills and sustainable harvesting of
foods that we are surrounded by in Interior Alaska. We recently offered Wok’n Roll and
Alaska Haggis Cooking classes. The haggis class emphasized the use of local Alaskan
ingredients while adhering to the Scottish haggis tradition. We have had classes on
using local berries and botanicals, gardening, skinning, tanning, & cooking local game,
preserving produce, and more.

●

Supporting local agriculture and a thriving local economy
One of our major partners is Calypso Farm & Ecology Center, with whom we mutually
support each other’s programs. And many of our instructors come from other local farms.
We believe that by teaching traditional skills--such as basketmaking with birch bark,
woodworking to make useful objects for everyday use, and making music with
instruments made with interesting local materials--our students are more confident and
productive in their everyday life. And often what they begin to learn in class in a
supportive environment can lead to a lifelong career.
Many of the skills that people (young and old) learn--such as woodworking,
basketmaking, printmaking, book arts, fabric arts, pottery, etc.--help artisans gain the
skills to produce their own goods to sell in our community, often using local resources.

●

Creating a knowledgeable community informed about choices that impact personal
wellness and the environment
Many of our classes focus on the student’s well-being: physically, mentally, and
spiritually. Music classes nourish the soul and mind, candle and salve-making classes
can lead to a peaceful mind and healthy body, and the deep benefits that local whole
foods bring. And many of our outdoor classes lead to an appreciation of the benefits of
physical labor.
One of our premier programs, Week in the Woods, provides an immersion experience
deep in the Tanana Valley Forest, as participants learn about the environment and the
bounty that it provides. Focused on learners of all ages, the days are filled with projects
of various kinds, using locally harvested materials. People often leave the experience
with a much deeper appreciation for the world around us and what it can provide, if only
we allow it to thrive.
Many of our classes encourage harvesting the student’s own materials from the woods
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or wherever, so they have context and appreciation for those resources (chicken on a
styrofoam tray or carrots in a plastic bag, vs. a relationship with a farm or forest or
tundra). As one begins to gain familiarity and comfort while rummaging around finding
these things then the relationship between the person and that particular environment
becomes intimate. That then is what can make us better stewards. We protect the places
we love.
If the Co-op’s owners select The Folk School to participate in the Lend-a-Hand Program, we will
use the funds to help cover the costs of our programs so that we can keep our registration fees
as low as possible. We intend to begin a program next year to provide scholarships to help
students that otherwise wouldn’t be able to attend a program that they want to be a part of, and
funds from the Lend-a-Hand program can help get that going.
Thank you for the opportunity to apply for support from the Co-op Market and its owners.
Sincerely,
THE FOLK SCHOOL FAIRBANKS
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Join in, take classes, learn new skills,
hone old skills, share stories, expand horizons,
have fun and become part of an exciting community.

thefolkschoolfairbanks.org

The Folk School of Fairbanks

is a nonprofit organization offering yearround, affordable classes and programs
for all ages in a wide variety of hands-on
disciplines including:

• Wood, Metal & Stone Work
• Fiber Arts
• Ceramics
• Tree Bark Products
• Bone, Antler & Skin Work
• Science & Engineering
• Gardening & Agriculture
• Music
• Creative & Technical Writing
• Philosophy & History
• Humanities
• Wilderness Skills
• Food Preparation
& Preservation
• Boat Building
CHECK OUR CALENDAR FOR CLASS SCHEDULE

thefolkschoolfairbanks.org/calendar

Email: info@thefolkschoolfairbanks.org
P.O. Box 83572
Fairbanks, AK 99708

907.451.0445
Visit The Folk School at:

Beverley Ln.
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