Dear Manager Summerlin,
Inspiring Girls Expeditions leads unique, FREE, wilderness science education programs
for high school girls with fewer opportunities in life. Each summer a team of 9 teenage girls
and 3 instructors spend 12 days on an alpine glacier or in a glaciated fjord, exploring and
learning about these environments and how they may be affected by climate change. The
participants conduct scientific field studies with professional glaciologists, ecologists,
mountain/seakayak guides, and artists. Our Girls on Ice Alaska program takes place at
Gulkana Glacier near Paxson. Our Girls in Icy Fjords program will be held for the first time
next summer, at Bear Glacier in Resurrection Bay near Seward. Both programs have a
strong component of understanding changes occurring in the Arctic as a consequence of
climate change and how this will affect the ecosystems, environments, and people of the
region.
Our purpose is to give girls a feeling for the processes that create the natural world and
provide an environment that fosters the critical thinking necessary to all scientific inquiry.
We encourage the girls to observe and think like scientists by making observations and
inferences. They develop their own experiments to test ideas and answer questions. We
focus on creating a diverse team, and emphasize providing this experience to those girls
who might not otherwise be able to have an opportunity like this.
An Inspiring Girls Expedition is the science version of a “language immersion” experience –
where we connect science with all aspects of daily life with the goal of creating lifelong
advocates for Earth science, specifically, and the scientific process as a whole, regardless of
whether or not they decide to specialize in science in college.
Our goals align with the Fairbanks Co-op mission to “create a knowledgeable community
informed about choices that impact personal wellness and the environment”. The program
has been very successful in building teams with girls from underrepresented minorities,
including girls from rural Alaska. Overall, previous Girls on Ice programs have been shown
to strengthen the participant’s confidence and have inspired many of them to pursue a
career in science or pursue college education in general. Many of our participants report a
greater concern for environmental issues and an increased desire to make environmentally
responsible choices in their lives after completing the program. Our participants learn first
hand about self-care and personal wellness in the wilderness, and emerge with a new sense
of their own capabilities.
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We would use the Lend-a-Hand Register Round-up donation to help support our Alaska
programs. The cost of sponsoring one girl for an Inspiring Girls Expedition is about $3500.
Based on the historical donation amounts listed on the Co-op website, the Co-op donation
would cover about one-quarter to one-half of the cost for one girl to attend an expedition:
this is a big help! Donations from our sponsors support many parts of our organization
including: food, gear, and transportation for our participants; website, application, and
mailing list support; salaries for our highly qualified guides and scientists and much more!
Safety is our number one concern while taking the girls out on an expedition. With safety
in mind, we invest in high quality equipment to keep the girls warm and safe. On that note,
our mountain guides all have ACMG/IFMGA Mountain Guide/CAA L2 accreditation, and
there is always one mountain guide per glacier expedition. All instructors have glacier
travel and crevasse rescue training for the glacier course or sea kayak training for the
fjords course and, on each course there is at least one other instructor with wilderness
leadership experience.
If selected for the Co-op Market donation program, we will list the Co-op Market as a
sponsor on our website. We can also provide a photo of the Co-op Market sign on one of
our programs for you to share in your newsletter, etc.
Our expeditions are offered in partnership with the College of Natural Science and
Mathematics at the University of Alaska Fairbanks; we fall under the UAF non-profit
(501C3) status. More information can be found on our website: http://girlsonice.org.
Thank you for your consideration,
Christina Carr
Inspiring Girls Expeditions Instructor
cgcarr@alaska.edu
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