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The Alaska Songbird Institute and the
Co-op Market Grocery & Deli’s Lend-a-Hand Register Round-up
The Alaska Songbird Institute (ASI) is a community-based, non-profit organization in Fairbanks
dedicated to conserving Alaska’s birds, many species of which are vulnerable and in decline. To
meet this goal, ASI works in partnership with our community to study birds and to teach people,
especially our youth, about science, research, how and why birds are important, and our
responsibility to be good stewards to both birds and their habitats. ASI’s bird research efforts
involve many community volunteers working alongside scientists to track long term changes in
bird populations at Creamer’s Field. Our science education programs for youth and teens use birds
as a lens through which to study and understand the relationships and connections within
ecosystems on which not only birds, but we as humans, depend.
ASI’s participation in the Co-op Market’s Lend-a-Hand Register Round-up program will support
our science education programs, including North for Science! North for Science! is a unique
program for local middle school students to learn by actually doing science in the field with
practicing scientists, agency professionals and field science education specialists. Team members
are immersed for eight days in an expedition along the Dalton Highway through the central
Brooks Range. Along the way, participants gain a direct understanding of the changing arctic and
subarctic ecosystems and learn about future science/technology/field research careers. They
develop the confidence that comes from living and working outdoors with a close-knit team of
peers and adults. This week is often the first time away from home for this age group. They also
gain knowledge of safe and appropriate camping and hiking skills, and practice taking care of
themselves, each other, and the environment around them while living and working outdoors.
These students are our future scientists, industry professionals, and local community leaders.
North for Science! provides them with invaluable knowledge, skills, and experience regarding
research, science education, and environmental sustainability. Support from the Co-op Market’s
Lend-a-Hand Register Round-up program will help to ensure that North for Science! remains
available to students from all economic backgrounds.
Thank you very much for your consideration.

Carol Scott
Alaska Songbird Institute
North for Science! Coordinator

North for Science!
What We Do:
During the expedition in June we drive north
up the Dalton Highway, ﬁrst camping near
Coldfoot, where we investigate the boreal
forest ecosystem. Science activities can
include: assisting with a snowshoe hare
study, conducting bird area searches,
working with a ﬁre ecologist and with
agency professionals at the Arctic
Interagency Visitors Center, and visiting
with the local state wildlife trooper.

Next we visit the community of
Wiseman, then travel north over
Atigun Pass to camp at Galbraith
Lake. From this base we spend
time working with researchers at
UAF’s Toolik Field Station and
investigating the tundra
ecosystem.

What Students Gain:

• A direct understanding of the changing arctic and
subarctic ecosystems.
• Exposure to science/technology/ﬁeld research
careers.
• Conﬁdence that comes from living and working
outdoors with a close-knit team of peers and adults.
• Knowledge of safe and appropriate camping and
hiking skills.
• Practice at taking care of themselves and each other
while living and working
outdoors, connecting directly
to the landscape.

Why North for Science!
• Fairbanks is an urban center, despite being located in the
heart of a state known for its wild lands. Fairbanks teens
do not necessarily have access to, let alone knowledge of,
the subarctic and arctic public lands to the north of them.
• Direct contact with ﬁeld research projects taking place on
northern public lands has the power to inspire the natural
curiosity in our urban youth, motivating them to engage
in science, and continue their education with an eye
towards the possibility of future science/agency/STEM
careers.
• Middle school students are the “in-between” age – too
young for a summer job, but old enough to want a
summer challenge. They are at a time when the idea of a
future career, or at least the focusing of a lasting interest
in science, can take root.
• Thanks to strong collaborative support, there are no fees
for participation. Most students would never be able to
aﬀord this experience.

